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READER. 


\ His Dodtrinal Diſconrſe of Self-Denial, 
was delivered to me by the Author 
thereof, -bur a day or two before he 
dyed: And I had rhoughts to have 

kept it for my own private uſe only, bur upon 


| ſerious conſideration of the worth and uſefulneſs 


+ of it, or rather that ir might be fo, if ir were 


Publiſhed ; I was much moved in my Spirit, ro 
bring it forth ro publick View , hoping thar 


{ It may be of great uſe in this Self-deceiving 


Age, in which we live.. And I earneſtly de- 
fire Thee, Reader, who-ever thou art, into 
whoſe hands this Treatiſe may come, ro Read 
Confiderately, and Judge Impartially ; and if 
thou art a Chriſtian indeed, I doubt nor bur it 


| z Will be an acceptable Companiun unto thee 3 


, 


and if thou art a Stranger to the Life and Pow- 
er of Chriſtianity, ir may be an help to thee, ro 
ſhew thee, that the way to wear the Crown, is 


' | to bear the Croſs : And to be a Chriſtian, is to 


1 


F 
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A2 deny 


To the READER. 


deny thy ſelf. I ſhall fay ne more art preſent, 

bur leave thee to the_Marter itſelf, which will, 
ſer forth irs own praiſe ; and ſo the Lord direct | 
Thee and I in Reading thereof. ] 


Here is alſo joyned ro this Diſcourſe, 4 Short | 
Narrative of Faith : Which if agreeable ro the | 
Word-of the Lord, as I make no queſtion bur ! 
thar ir is, (or at leaſt is © in my preſent Judg- | 
| ment) then this Book may be of great uſe unto | 
|. , thee, the former Part tolead thee into the Pra- | 
| Qical Part of Godlinels 3 and the latter; into | 
Matrters of Faith : So'thar Faith and Practice ! 
| neceſſary to Salvation, is herein contained. So | 
deſiring ir may net only come: into thy Hands, : 
| bur alſo into thy Heart, with the Blefling of the * 
Lord ; which ſhall be the Prayers of, 


Thine to Serve Ther 
' #» the LORD, 


JoaN COLLIER; 


; out which we can never obtain a Right in Go- 
+ fpel-Grace here, nor in Geſpe!-Glory hereafter 3 
| and it being ſo, that our Intereft in the Grace 


T'HE 


PREFACE 


T'O:LTHE 


READER. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Hoſoever thou art, into whoſe hands 
theſe Lines may come, know, That 
the DoArine of Self-Denaal is ab+ 
folutely and indeſpenſibly neceſſary, 
in order to a right following of Chrift ( and # 
fo ſtated by the Lord of Grace and Life ) with- 


of Chriff here, # , that In-rights us to Glory 
with him hereafter ; and the greatneſs of the 
danger # not onely, in that ſelf is ſo great an 
Enemy to ns , but ordinarily taken by ws to be 
3 our 


The Preface to the Reader. 


eur greateſt Friend, by reaſon of mhich it comes 


to. paſs, that not only the Prophane, hut Proſeſſors 
#00, . will not endure ta bave ſelf medled with ; 
yea, even ſuch as will acknowledge the danger 
of ſelf, and, it may be, plead it down, till it 
come to be their own turn, and then it mui 
not be touched , it being as the Right Hand , 
and the Right Eye ; it becomes ery bard and) 
difficult to- be plucked out z and parted with | 
we can be content to find it out, and plead 
it dezwon in others, but too, much blinded by 
it , and ſo indulge it in our ſelves ; ſo that 
for the moſt part, we nurſe and nouriſh this 
dangerous Enemy in our Boſomes, as if it were 
our chiefeft Friend 3 whereas, if at be not by us. 
denied in. its various Workings, it will ruin ws in! 
the end. | 
And being deeply ſenſible of the diſpoſition: 
that & in us all, tobe too much lead and ruled 
thereby 3 as likewiſe of the neceſſity of 1ts being: 
denyed by us , of the bad work it makes in Men ;. 
yea, all Sort and Societies of Men ; and the bad; 
iſſue thereof in .the end, if it be not» denied ;, 
T can truly ſay, T was preſſed in my Spirit, # 
make ſome Eſſay in the Diſcovery thereof , that| 
if by any means we might arrive to the knowledge 
of its danger, and avoid it ; as alſo the excel- 
tency of Self-denial, with the bleſſed ways 
means ( if rightly and ſincerely exerciſed ther 
in ) by which we may obtain a preater degr. 
and meaſure thereof, For certain it #, if 
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es | of us all . miſcarry under the Dofrine of the 
rs | Goſpel, ,3t muit be by ſelf, Hol. 13. 9. O It 
3 rael, thou haſt deſtroyed: thy ſelf. Th De 
er | frine of Self-Dewyal, E ſtate frem the Wards 
it | of the Lord himſelf, Mat. 16.24 If any man 
i# | will come after me, ler;bim deny himſelf, and 
d ,| rake up his Croſs and follow. me. Seif-Densal 
nd\ # avſolutely neceſſary, in, oxdex '0 4 _righe- fol- 
| 3} lowing of Chriſt. Thu Dofrine of Sel -Denial, 
ad} I firft publiſhed Dofrinaly, in the Method as 
by} here it followeth, though I fear , to but little 
vat\ effet. in thoſe that heard it : I heartily de- 
bis| fire it riſe not in Fudgment in the end. 1 
ere} have publiſh'd it , that it be not mholy loft, 
' 1s) hoping the \Divine Bleſſing may attend it for 
in, good go ſome or other * fo I know that ſelf 
| will not endare this Doftrine: No, its Self- 
on; Denial that muit own it ( if it be by any re- 
4 ceived). Wherefore I earneſtly beg the Reader, 
ing. # read, and ponder welt what he readeth, look: 
3: ing t0 God for his Bleſſing, inaſmuch as ſelf # ſo 
; dangerous an Enemy, ſo near and dear unto us, 
3; 43 4 Right Hand, or a Right Eye, by reaſon of 
which we indulge it, and keep it alive. I ſay a- 
gain, I earneſtly defire the Reader to be in good 
earneft jn the matter, and not to complement a- 
| bout a buſineſs of ſo great and weighty a Concern 
as thy n. 
For I do aſſure thee that I am in good earneft, 
and do not deſign it to Complement the Reader's 
Fancy, or to drive away the Time , but to the 
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end the Work may be effefted in thee, without 
which can be no Safety nor Salvation; belrevi 
that our Lord was in. good carneft when he 
Spake thoſe words, and left them on Record for our | 
—_—_ But T ſhall here ſay no more, leavin 
thee to the following Diſcourſe, which « both brief 
and plain, praying the Bleſſing of him that ſtated | 
this Duty, to attend thi poor Endeavour, for the | 
accompliſhing thereof in thy heart. Amen. 


T;'G,!| 


THE!; 
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ME 


DOCTRINE 
Self-Denial 


Plainly and Familiarly Haneled and 
Opened ;- with the Neceflity thereof. 
Deſigned for the Special Practiſing and 
Advantage of the Reader. 


Mart. XVL 24. 
Then ſaid Fefas unto hn diſciples, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take 
up hz croſs, and follow me. 


HE occaſion of theſe Words, is, the 

Lord having ſhewed his Diſciples of 

- his Sufferings, ver. 21. Peter took him, 

and began to, revuke him, ſaying, Be it far from 
: thee, 
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thee, Lord : this ſhall not be unto thee, ver. 22. 
And ver. 23. Chritt gives a particular Anſwer 
ro Peter : He turned and ſaid unto Peter, Get thee 
bebind me Satan, thou art an offence unto me : for 
thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God, but 
thoſe that be of men. 

(I might note hence, That it's too often found, 


that the things. of Satan, and of Men meer in 


unty 5 ( and tharwwith roo much approbarion ) 
in profett Chriltians). 

And in my Texr, akin from thence an occa- 
fion to ſpeak ta all his Dilciples, and ro ovhers, 
{ as the other Evangelilis renders'ir). and to us, 
and ro all Men, eſpecially ro all ſuch as have a 
mind ro be Chriſtians and rhe F lowers of Chriſt 
the Lord indeed. 

In the Text we may Note, t. Who it is thax 
ſpeaks : and that is, Chriit the Lord, who is 
Fruth i itlelf. Then ſaid Feſus, 2. To whom he 
ſpeaks, z.e. to hs diſciples. 3. The Maner 
what he {peaks : And in it, is firit a fuppofirion, 

IF any man will come after me. 2. A Permiſſion 
which carrieth in it the narure of a Cummand ; 
and this Permittion hath three Gradarions, or 
Degrees in it : 1. Let him deny himſef. g. And 
take up hu croſs. 3. And follow me. 

For Explanation of the Terins, I ſhell here 
forbear, and you may expect ir in the Illufra- 
rion of the Doctrine 3 but only that Term of 

-naking 1p his crofs. 1. By Crofs we are to un- 
derſtand Sufferings, * Gechivny ard Shame for 
the Name and Sake of Chriit, w 2. Hs 
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2. Hs Croſs, that ſuch as follow Chriſt muſt 
expect their part and lot of Qulfering tor his ſake, 
and thar it do concern them to reſolve on it, ar 
their firſt entrance on Religjon, Mar. 10. 38. 
Bur I ſhall come to' the main Truth and Do- 
arine intended and deſigned by me in this 
Scriprure. IT 
\ Do8., Thar Self-Denial is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſlary for all Chrittian Men and 'Women, in 
order to a right following of Chriftt. 

; Ir is true, this Texr and Doctrine of Self- 


Denial relates more particularly and eſpecially, 
6 ro Syring rings, to our beaxi 
the Croſs for the fake of Chriſt ; bur I 


ſpeak to it, and apply ir more general, becauſe - 
ir holds Truth in all Caſes : and indeed, we 
ſhall never rightly bear the Croſs for Chriſt's lake, 
if elf rule us in any Caſe, and be nor denied by 


us. 
My Method in ſpeaking to this t and 
wel 4 Trinh of Self-Denial, Is, :. To jrive 
the ine from plain'Scripture. 2. To ſhew 
what it is to come after, and to follow Chris. 
3. What we are'to underſtand 1s mandy 
ſelf, that muſt be denied. 4. And then whar 
it is to deny ſelf.” 5, Whar of ſelf ir is, thar 
muſt be denied. 6, The reaſons thereof, And 

7. The Application. - | 
I ſhall confirm rhe Truth of the Doctrine, in 
general, as it is ſtated, z. e. Thar Selt-Denial is 
indiſpenſibly necefary, in order to a right fol- 
t lowing 


4 The Dodziue of Self: Denial. 
lowing of Chriſt, nor, only the Text confirms it, 
bur its confirm'd to ps by others of the Evan- 
geliſts from the ſame Mouth, who is Truthirlelf 
' and cannorlye. Mar. 8. 34- hen he had cal- 
Ted the people to him, with his diſciples alſo,be ſaid 
unto them, Whoſocver wall come after me, let him 
deny himſelf; and take up his croſs and follow me. 
Luke 9. 23. And he ſaid unto them all, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his croſs, and follow me. And chap. 14. 
26,27. If any man come tome, and hate not his 
Father and mother, and wife and children, and 
brethren and ſiſters, yea, and his own life alſo, he 
cannot be my diſciple : and who ſo do not bear his 
croſs, and come after me, he cannot be my diſciple. 
In all which Scriptures the Truth is plainly ſta- 
red by the Lord himſelf, that Self-Denial is ne- 
cefiary to a right following of Chriſt , not only 
ro deny ſelf, but rhe laft Scripture works it to 
| the denial of Sz1f-Relaxions, and Self-Comfort in 
thole Relations, and that on higher Terms than 
e1t-Denial, z. e. To hate father and mother, and 
wife and chaldren, &c. yea, and hjs own life alſ6; 
' Not that the Golpel reaches ys to hate Relations, 
or Life, fimply conſidered ag ſuch ; bur as it 
ftands in our way to preyent us in following 
of Chriit.. We muſt leave all, and hate ro be 
prevented in our following of Chriſt, if we can- 
nor enjoy our Relations and Lives in following 
of him. We muſt hate the denial of him in 
any part of his Will, for Relations, and Lifes 
4 | 1 ſake; 
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fake, bur-love Chriſt above all; deny ſelf and . 
all for his Name and Sake. Suitable to thus 1 
the word of the lame Lord, whichfully explains; 
this, Mat. 10..37, 38, 39. He that loveth father, 
or mother more than me, 1s not worthy of me : and, 
he that lovetb ſon or daughter more than me, 1 not 
worthy of me : he that pndeth, his life ſhall loſe it, 
and he that loſeth his life for my ſake, ſhall find it. 
In all which this Doctrine of Sglf-Denial 1s; 
wonderfully and highly confirmed : and we 
may eafily and plainly learn from it the neceſla- 
rinels,.and necetliry thereof, without which we 
cannot follow Chriſt in the loſs of all, which..is 
our great concern when called to it. = 
2. Whar it is to come afcer;..and to follow 
Chriſt ; they are Terms equiyalenr,. and inten 
one and the ſame thing ; bur particularly and, 
diſtinctly F ſhall endeavour, to ſhew. you whar it 
1s, and wherein this coming after, - and follow- 
ing of Chriſt doth conkfilt. 1 Eſpecially in three 
things : 
1. To come after, and to follow him, is ts 
believe in him, and ro obey him in all his Will, 
to follow him in, the Faith, Love, and Obedi- 
ence of the Goſpel ; no Man. can properly be 
{aid ro be a Follower of Carift, that doth nor 
ſo walk, 2 Tim.'2. 22. Flee youthful luſts, but 
follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace; &c. So 
that to follow Chriſt, is to follow righteouſneſs, 
faith, love, &c... It is to do the Will of. Chriit-z 
he followeth his Maſter rightly, thar is careful in 
all 


6 @The Doctrine of Self Denial.” 

all lawful things to do his Will, 1 Tim.6.1 1. 'Fol- 
low after righteonſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, pa- 
bience, meeckneſs, &C. ad as this is the concert 
of Miniſters, ( for {6 was Timothy ) fo it's the 
concern of all Chriſtians, thus ro follow Chriſt, 
Eph. 5. 1.2. Be ye therefore follotvers of God, as 
dear children, and walk in love. Ic is to be fol- 
lowers of that which 1s good, 1 Per. 3.' 13. It is 
to walk ih the good and acceptable will of the 
Lord, Rom. 12. 2. And this hath always beeri 
accounted a right following of God. Heb. 6. 
12. That you be not flothful, but followers of themt 
tho through faith and patience inherit the promi- 
' fes. Sorthar to do the Will of God, is to follow 
God, ro follow Chriit ; if in this way we fol- 
low the Saints that hath gone before us, we 
traly follow Chriſt, When we follow ſuch as 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes, 


Phil. 3. 17. 1 Cor. 11.1. Thus did Foſbua | 


and Caleb follow the Lord, Niunib. 32. 11, 12. 


Ir's ſaid, that they wholly followed the Lord. And | 
fuch as refuſe thus ro follow Chrift, forſake their * 


#wn mercy, and muſt expect ro be lead away, 
and to have theie portion with the Workers of 
Iniquity. So thar in brief, tocome after Chriſt, 
and to follow him, it is to believe his Doctrine, 
and ro love and obey his Word' and Wiff, to 
walk in the ways of his appointing, whilſt we 
are in this World, / through alt the Difficufties 
thereof, ill we come to Glory, withomt which 
we canhave no righe unto it, Rev. 22. 14; oy F 
"Ha e 
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ſed are they that do his Commandments, that they 
may have right unte the tree of life; &c. chap. 14. 


2. To come after, and to follow Chriſt, as 
it is to walk by his Rule, and to his Will, 4#s 
3. 21, 22. So it is to walk in his ſteps, for heis 
his Peoples perfect Pattern, and we ought to fol- 
low him as our Example, in all imirable things; 
be is preſented ro us as our Example, that we 
ſrould follow his fleps, and walk as he walked, 
i John 2.6. 

Queſt. In what particular may we underſtand 
that Chriſt is in Scriprure preſented to us as our 
Pattern, and according to which we ought to 
follow him in our Golpek-walk ? 

Anſw. Eſpecially, I ſhall mention ſeven things: 
r. In his Life of Faith, he lived perfectly the 
Life of Faith, on the Power and Faithfulneſs of 
God his Farher, though he had a ſufficiency of 

onal Power ro ſuſtain himſelf in all his Un- 
ings for Men, Fohn 10. 18. yet he lived 


| by Faith on the Promiſes of the Father, relative 


to his Son's Undertaking in this matter. Which 
Promiſes you may ſee, 1/a7.42. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7: 
and thar this related ro Chriſt, ſee Mar. 12. 18. 
And indeed, it can relate to no other, and the 
Promiles are very full to the caſe, and chap. 49. 
6,7, $8, 9. and Chriſt raking hold of theſe Pro- 
miles, ver. 5. and chap. 5 o. 6,7, 8, 9. All which 
is declared in way of Prophefie and Promiſe. 
Let us fee in the New Teftament, how it was 

#1 acted 


& 
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acted and effected, when our Lord came forth } 
in fleth, Fob 6. 57." As the living Father ſent | + 
- me, and TI live by the Father, &c.” Chriit lived | * 
by the Father (in tome true ſence) as weſhould | * 
live by him, .z. e. by Fairh'we live upon him | 


.that hc by Faith lived by the Father, is further | , 
maniteit, in thar he was frequent in Prayer to | ) 
his Father, and particularly. in praying his Fa- | } 
ther's-help, through his.greare!t difficulty, 2. e. | . 
his Pn Dearh for the Shstand Salvation of | | 
Mien, Foin 17. 1. voith chap. 8. 20.. & 12, 23. | k 
K 13. 21, 32. Mat. 26. 39. 42. Heb. 5.7. f 
And this fully anſwers the Prophecies that | * 
was of him ia his Life of Faith upon his Father, | 
Iſai. 50. $,7, 8,9. And in this Life of Faith | © 
he is a Parrern ro his Pe wy fas and they oughr to | C 
follow him herein, Foh. 6.157. AST live by the © Þ 
ay po [0 be that eateth Me, ſhall even live by 1 
: for rhe Promiſes to us from the Farther are  * 

in ray te al: ; yea, and i»; hum, Amen. 2\Cor. 1.20. © 
5. e. Certain and ſure, bur our of Chriſt we can 
have nothing; 2nd kenc?2 is the Faith which 
. Behevers live by, called in Scripture, The Faith 
of the Sn of ( God: and the Faith'of Him : and ®* 
the Faith of our Lord Felns ; Gal. 2. 16. 20, | 
Eph. 3 12. 'Fam. 2.1. Andir's ſo called, nor 
only b:caute he commands 'it, and by the G&- 
ſpel ctte&ts 1, and 1s the objec>f ir, bur as he} 7' 
pertectly lived thereby, 'in, and upon the Fa-: © 
ther, and we ate to follow:Hinvherein © Now | 5 
the juſt: ſhall live by Faith, Heb. to, 38. 2. y Yo 
Live | 


1 
61 
| 
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Live upon the Mercy, Truth, and Faithfulneſs 


' of God in Chriſt Jeſus, in his Promiſes, unto e- 


:.rnal life, in which the Life of Believers doth 
confilt. 

2. Chriſt is preſented to ns as our Patrern in 
love, both tro God and Men, and we ought ro 
follow him herein, and to walk in his ſteps ; he 
was a perfect Patreth to us in this heavenly 
Vertue, and thar in all the parts thereof. 1. To 
his Father, Foh. 14. 31. That the world may 
know that I love the Father : and this he mani- 
felted by his obedience' ro his Father: As the 
Father gave me commandment, even ſo I do. And 
in the ſame way muſt we manifelit rhe truth of 
our love to Chrift, Foh. 14.21, 24. If we love 
God, his word and will, nothing ſhall offend us, 
PL 119. 165. And he that loveth not the 
Lord Feſii muft v2 accurſed, 1 Cor. 16. 22. The 
love of Chriſt rg us, is preſented as the Pattern 
of our love to him. * 

2. In his love ro Men ; and in this he fuper- 
abounded. Foh. 15. 13. & 6. 51. to his Church, 
ro rhe World, ro Enemies And herein he is 
our Pattern, and we ought to tollow him, nor 


: only in Obedience, bur as our Example. 2. To 


love one another, Foh. 13. 34. 4 new command- 


' ment I give unto you, that ye love ome another, as 
: Thave loved you. Where we have both the Pre- 


cept and Prefident of Chriſt in this martrer ; this 


; 1 our Dury, and our Lord is our Pattern, Foh. 


15. 12, This s my commandment, that ye love 
one 
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one another, as I have loved you, Eph. 5. 1, 2. 
Yea, from the ſame Example we oughr to /ay 


down our lives for the brethren, as he laid down | 


Þis hfe for us, Joh. 3. 16. O how: wonderful 
do Chriſtians fail in this matter, both rowards 
God, and one another ; a great fin it is, and 
great cauſe we have to take ſhame to our ſclyes 


herein, and to follow our Lord more fully in | 
this grace. He loved Enemies, and gave his ' 


Life for Sinners, for the World, this was won- 
derful loye indeed, Rom. 5. 8. 10. And hath 
made ir our Dury to loye our Enemies with the 


love of piry and compatiion, Mat. 5- 44. For | 


this we 
Chriſt our Lord, Luke 23. 34. 


ave both the Precepr and Example of ! 


3. Chriſt is a Patrern to his People, in his | 
Obedience to his Father in all things, in which * 


he was full and perfect, Pfal. 40. 8. 1ſas. 50. 
' 6. Foh. 8. 29. And herein we ought to fol- 
ow him, and to walk in his fteps, 5. e. to yield 
Univerſal Obedience ro him, as he did to the 
Farther. And in onr obedience to Chriſt, we 
obey the Father , Foh. 12. 49. Heb. 1. 1, 2. 
And that we ought ro follow Chriſt as our Par- 
rern in this matrer, ſee Fob. 15. 10. If ye keep 
my commandements, ye ſhall abide in my love, e- 


ven as T have kept my Fathers commandements, and | 


abide in his love. 1 Joh. 2. 6. He that faith he 


abiderh in him, ought himſelf ro walk as he; 


walked ; and what Walk that is, ſee ver. 3, 4, | 
5. Sothar if you will be the Followers of Chritt, þ 


you , 


f 
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» | you muſt follow him in your Obedience to all 
y | his Will. h | 
n | 4. He is preſented ro us as our Pattern in 
l | his Meekneſs and Humility : I joyn them both 
s | rogether , becauſe they are very much of the ' 
d ! fame nature, to be of a meek, quier, and hum- 
S | ble Spirit: and in this he was a perfect Partrern, 
n and we ought to fallow him herein, Mat.11: 29. 
| Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly of heart, 
| and ye ſhall find reft unto your ſouls. This Go- 
h | {pel-Grace of Meekneſs and Humility, in which 
hriſt was ſo eminent a Pattern, it deeply con- 
| cerns us to follow him herein, Phil. 2. 5. 8. Let 
the ſame mind be in you, which was inChriſt Fe- 
* ſus, &c. he was meek, as 4 lamb before the ſhear- 
18 ; Cr is dumb, ſo opened he not his mouth, Ifa. 3- 3.7. 
! O how linle of Humility, and this Lamb-like 
Meekneſs is found among us, in which our con- 
l- formity to Chriſt our Head and Lord fo much 
d * confifteth 3 and hence the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
Ie 10, 1. beſeecheth the Church by the meekneſi and 
Ee gentleneſſ of Chri#t : that is, that the meek, hum- 
2. | ble, and gentle behaviour of Chrilt rowards us, 
t- might meeken and humble our Spirits towards 
eÞ him, and towards one another, fo as to ſubmir 
e- our ſelves tohis Doctrine. | 
1d | 5. He is our Partern for Holineſs, and Hea- 
ie | venly-mindedneſs ; he was the holy, harmleſs, 
1e * and ſpotleſs Lamb of God, there was no guile 
4 + found in his mouth ; full of heavenly minded- 
t,} neſs; perfeRly holy in I Life, and heavenly on 
u : 2 J 
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his Mind,Foh.3.13. In which he is the Chriſtian's 


\ Partern 3 and gracious Men and Women are 
deſigning to follow him in this matter, 1 Foh. 3. 


3. He that hath this hope in him, purifieth bin | 


of as he is pure, 1 Pet. 1.15, 16. Col. 3. 1, 2. 
this be true, O how few Followers of- Chriſt | 
are there yer in Chritt:ian Profetiion ! Ir behoves | 


us all to look about our ſelves in time, in this ! 
matrer ; that we decetve nor our ſelyes with *| 


Name to live, and yet are dead. 

6. He is the Chrifiians Partern in Self- denial | 
which is rhe Doctrine and Duty of the pr eſent| 
Texr and Time, not thar he had any ſintul felf 


to deny, as we have ; bur he had {inleſs ſelf, 


which he denied for our ſakes, Rom. 15. 3. For 


even Chrift pteaſed not himſelf, &c. Doubtlels he, 
had that in his Nature, that would have been*® 


pleaſed ro have had the Cup of Sufferings paſſed 
over, if. ir might have ſtood with the Father's 


Will, and our Safery ; hence he prayed, yet ' 


ſubmitred willingly : O that we could or would 


learn this Leflon of Seli-Denial, from both the» 


Precept and Example of our bleſſed Lord, with 
Our oy oe we cannot be his Diſciples. 

And finally, He is preſented to us in his 
Suffer; ings for us, as our perfect Patrern, that we 
mighr come after him, and follow him therein,” 
when called rhereunto ; and this I take to be 
rhe eſſential thing intended in the Texr, -thar we 
' follow him in fuffering for his Name and Sake 
' as he hath ſuffered for us ; for whoſoeyer will 
come! 


048 
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come after him, muſt deny himſe!f, and take up 
his crofi,.and follow him, 1Per.2.21. For even here- 
unto are we called, becauſe Chrift alſo ſuffered for 


| us, leaving us an example' that we ſhould follor 


his ſteps, and chap. 4. 1. Foraſmuch as Chri#t 


' hath ſuffered in the fleſh, arm your ſelves likewiſe 
' mith the ſame mind! If you reſolve to follow 


Chritt, you muit follow him in Sufferings whcn 
lawfully called thereunto, from the Crols ro the 
Crown; this is the way he went, and this 1s the 
way that you muit go, 1t ever you come there, 
As 14. 22. 2 Tim. 3. 12. And this we ſhall 
never do withour Self-Deral, nor unleſs we fol- 


* low him in the other things before-menrioned, 
: 7. e, unleſs we follow him in Faith, Love, O- 
| bedience, * Hunulity, and Meekneſs, we ſhall 
* never follow him rightly in Sufferings, nor bear 


the Croſs for his ſake. -= © - 
3. To follow and come afrer Chriſt, as it is 


' to follow him in the Doctrine of rhe Goſpel, in 


doing his Will, atid as our Pattern, fo we then 


| rightly follow him in'this way. when our defign 


in all is to reach him,- viz. Thar: we are really 
reaching afrer a full conformity ro him 1»Grace, 
and the full enjoymenrt'of him in Glory, to be 
where he 1s, as this was his defign in all for us, to 


* have'usroo, and with Himſelt his Promiſe and 


Prayer, that we might'and ſhonld be with him, 


: we where he is to behold (and enjoy ) his Glory, Joh. 


ake! 
will 
ome: 


14. 3. & 17. 24. So if in truth we love him, 
our deſign in following of him in all our Ser- 
B 3 VICES 
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vices and Sufferings, is ( or ſhould be) ro come 
ro him, to enjoy him in his Glory, to be where 
he is; and this is rightly to come after, and ro 
follow him 3; this is the Mark we are running too, 
and the Prize we are running for, Phil. 3. 12, 13; 
14. Col. 3. 4. And all rhis running roo, and 
following hard afrer Chriſt (nexr ro his Name 
and Glory) is to be prepared for this happy en- 
joying of him in Glory, 1 Cor. 9g. 25,26. Rev.19. 
= S. 
3. I come now to ſhew you whar is intended 
by ſelf, that muſt he denied, if we will be the 
Followers of Chriſt. | 
And 1, I ſhall give a more general deſcripti- 
on of. ſelf 3 and 2. A more particular, 1. A 
more general : Ir intends a Man himlelf, the 
whole Man, Pal. 49. 18. Men will praiſe thee 
when thou doft well to thy ſelf. - And 10. 14. The 
poor committeth himſelf unto thee, Prov. 5. 22. 
Mar. 27. 57. In; theſe and many more like 
Scriptures, ſelf intends the whole Man , Soul 
and Body , and to it. intends God himlelf in his 
Efſence and Being, Gen. 22. 8. And of Chriſt it 
intends whole Chriſt, in his Perſon, Luke 24.15; 
36. Foh.'4. 2. 44. And elf in my Text, that 
mutt be denied, in-fome true ſence intends the 
whole Man, as conſidered. in the faln ſtare, ſelf 
mult be denied, or we ſhall never ſubmir ro rhe 
Salvation that is by Chriſt ; ſo that by ſelf, we 
may. {afely underſtand our ſelves, as we art 
Men and Women in the old and faln ſtate ; and 
a 
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as thus conſidered , there muſt be a denial of 
whole ſelf, fo far as ir ſtands in the way of our 
following Chriſt , in the way of the Gofpel-life 
that is by him, and rhat in things orherwiſe good 
and lawful to be enjoyed, as our Liberties, Re- 
lations, Lives, &c. 

Bur 2. I ſhall endeavour to give a more partt- 


_ cularand diftinct account of felf,that ſo we may 


coine rounderſtind our ſelves berrer, and where- 


' in this Self-Denial doth confift. 


1. There is natural {clf, and this includes rhe 


, Whole Man, fas before I ſaid) Spirir, Soul, and 


Body, 1. Cox. 15. 44, 45. There 2s a natural bo- 
ay, and there 4 a ſpiritual body: and this naru- 
ral Body includes the whole Man, as from the 
the firſt Adam, v. 45. The firſt Adam was made 
4 living foul. So that we may fafely call it na- 
rural ſelf ; and in this Natural ſelf there is Rea- 
ſoa arid Underſtanding, called the Spitit of Man, 
when menrioned as diſtin& from the Sonls, ir 
being that [eſpecially) wherein Man was ar firſt 


made in the Image of God, and is the remain- 


der rhereof ſtill in Man, by which we are (eſpe- 


Cally) diſtinguiſhed from other living and ſenſi- 


tive Creatures, and this Rational part of Man, 
did it. rightly rule, ſhould, and woutd rule the 
whote Man, (under the Means and Miniſtries of 
God) ar a far better rate than for the moſt part 
it doth. . That there is ſuch a Principle of Rea- 
on in Man , 1s apparent; in that there is a ca- 
pacity 'r6 be prying intro Divine Things, into 

4 the 
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the great and wonderful Works of God, into the 
Reaſon of Things, and is deep in Humane In- 
ventions, capable ro make Laws for Humane 
Sociery,and preſeryation of particular Intereits ; 
ſo that we may truly ſay, that Man 1s not only 
Natural, bur Rational Man, Raricnal Self, and 
yet in ſome caſes, and ar ſome times, Reaſon 
muſt deny itlelf, of which ir is capable, for a 
greater good : whatever is commanded above 
our Reaſon, we muſt believe it ; and uts Rea- 
ſon we ſhould believe ir upon the Word of Him 
that cannot lye 3 and of this our Reaſon and 
Underſtanding is capable, with the Divine helps 
afforded of God ro Men : And as I ſaid, if we 
will be the Followers of Chrift indeed, we muſt 
at ſometimes deny our (clves, H chings i in them- 
ſelves good and lawful ; as in'enjoyment of 
Houſe, Family, and Relations , Self-preſerya- 
tion, Proviſion for Family, Liberry of Life is 
lawful, and a Duty, in a lawful way, of which 
Man is capable to underitand, and of which it's 
borh irrational and irreligious wilfully ro neg- 
lect 3 yer notwithſtanding, art ſome times the 
Followers of Chriſt muſt deny themſelves in 
all theſe things, and to loſe all for the fake of 
Chriſt ; and here is enough to farisfie Rarional 
ſelf in this matter, ir being for the Glory of 
Chriſt, and irs own Erernal Advantage, Mart, 
10. 39. 

2. As there is this rational ſelf in Man, 


which ſhould be the ruling part , fo Us is 
en» 
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ſenſual and bruriſh felf, and in this ſenſual 
bruriſh ſelf (by ſome called the lower, or wor- 
{er part of the Soul) there are many things, ſims 
ply coniidered, in themſelves are lawtul, and a 
Dury, and not finful.as Eating, Drinking, Sleep- 
ing, Procreation of Children, &©c. all proper to 
the natural Soul, and ſenſitive part of Man, and 
1s that which is common to all {cnſitive Creatures, 
and therefore I call ir the brutiſh part of Man, 
which Reaſon is capable rightly ro govern, if 
it were rightly exercis'd. 

Bur 2. There is a wicked brurifl felf in Man, 
and thar is to ler looſe the Reigns of ſeniual 1elf, 
as bruit Beaſts, that have no, Reaſon to rule 
themſelves, and therefore, have they no Law, 
and ſo they do not fin in what they do : Bur for 
Men and Women, principled with the Excel- 
lency of Reaſon, which is God's Image, and 16 
are capable ro rule thcmlelves, according ro the 
Rules and Helps afforded of God : And for ſuch 
to be as the Brures, ro follow their own ſenfirive 
Wills afid Liitts, is a degeneratng from the Rea- 
ſon of Man, itito the irrationality of Brures, and 
is baſe and bruciſh, and renders Men far worſe 
thari the Beaſts of the. Fijetd 5 and this ſelf iris 
which in” Scriprure is ſo frequetitly called the 
Fleſh, Rom, 8. 8.13. ant Erutiſh, Pſal. 92. 8. 
& 94. 8. And this'brutilh tetf reigns and, rults 
in. wicked Men, captivating Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, and. by” conſent 'of the whole, they ren- 
der rhetnſelyes worſe than Brares. Sy 
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And this fenlual bruriſh ſelf till remains in the 
Saints, and in this mortal eſtate \cannot be 0- 
therwiſe, we cannor live nor ſabſilt in the 
World withour it, and thereſore it greatly con- 
cerns us trounderitand rhis diſtinction in, and of 
our ſelves, that ſo we keep up the watch over 
this brurith ſelf, that it rule us not, nor prevail 
over us, as in carnal and wicked Men ; bur that 
it be denied in all irs unlawful Luſts, rhe Spiri- 
rual warfare in Chriſtians, . being moſt berween 
this bruriſh ſelf. and fleſh, and their ſpirits, viz. 
their Reaſon, Underſtanding, Conſcience, Wills 
and Aﬀectionsas tenewed and helped by Grace, 
by which they do, ar might and ſhould conquer 
themſelves ro the *Will and Image' of Chrilt 
whilit here in this World, in ſome honourable 
and comfortable meaſure. X 

I may add 3. Thar where the Word and Spi- 
rit of che Goſpel rakerh place in. Po ver, there is 
Spirirual and, Religious ſelf, as Crit was a 
Spiritual man, 1 Cor. 15. 45, 46. And. the 
Yaints are ſaid ro be ſuch as he is already in ſome 
rrae ſence, v. 48. and ſhall be perfected there- 
in, ver. 49: and henee they are. called new men, 
new creatures in Chriſt Feſus, Eph. 4.22,23, 24. 
effected ia.the rational Spirit of the Mind or Soul, 
in, which Self-denial grows, which keeps the 
watch- over. brutiſh ſelf, and commands the 
ey. Man into. the Will of God. And this 


Divine, Religious, Spirirual Self or Mari effected 


in. the Spirir of the Mind by the Goſpel, works 


more 
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more divinely and purely afrer God and Hoh- 
neſs, Eph. 4. 24. then ir's potlible for Reaſon 
ſelf, withour this Diyine Goſpel-renewing : 

and this I call ſpiritual religious ſelf, and I think 
(in ſome true lence) the Scripture (in effect) {o 
calls ir, becauſe ir ſeeks the good of Men in 
whom it is in the right way, and y:elds the whole 


man to God, as thoſe that are alive from the dead, 


Rom. 6. 13. And lo are ſaid to fave themlelves, 
At. 2. 40. 1 Tim. 4.16. that 1s, in yielding to 


. the Lord, and in doing his work; and in this 


Reaſon is nor loſt, bur enlightned, rectified and 
enlarged, abour divine things ; and this Religi- 
ous ſelf, that bears { or ſhould bear ) the rule o- 
ver the whole Man, and from whence the de- 
nomination of Chriſtians, Saints, and Children 
of God is given to the whole Man, while here 
in their mortal Bodies, and is proper only ro 
Goſpel-ſpirired Chriltians, 1 Cpr.2.14,15. Now 
Self-demial muſt have reſpect to the whole Man, 
as occaſion calls for ir, which will be daily in 
this our-mortal and frail eſtate ; not only naru- 
ral and brurtiſh ſelf, but rational ſelf muſt be 
looked after, ir being liable to be captivated and 
milcarry, and thar in the Saints. 

. 4. Whar it is to deny ſelf, and wherein it 
confiſterh : And in general, it 4s-to deny our, 
ſelves in all things, that ſtands in oppoſition to 
the Golpel Salyation thar is by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
which tends to hinder us from ſubmitting our 
ſelves to the Law of this Life, which may be 

whole 
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whole ſclf that muſt be denied, (at fome time 
or other, in ſome caſe or other) for the Lord's 
jake, and our own eternal fafery, even the na- 
tural Lite zfelf ; and if fo, it mutt go for Chritt 
and Trarh's lake, and our own fafery is bound 
up therein; ſee Mar. 8. 34. ro 38. So that 
we mit deny-all, and loſe all, for Chritt, when 
called ro 1t, winch is the high way to gain all, 
Afar. 1o. 29, 3o. 

5. I hall come to ſhew more diftintly, whar 
of jelf mult be denied, in order to our righr 
following of Chrilt, and thar eſpecially in Eighr 
Particular | 

. Sel-eaſe; ſelf-fafery and preſervarion muſt 
be denied, a Principle ttared in all Men, and 
in all ſenſitive Creatures by Nature,”"to preſerve 
themſelves, and is in itſelf of Gd; and is good 
and juſtitable, and yer on the Golpel account, 
and for Chri't's ſake it muſt all be denied, and 
hence ir s, thar Goſpel-ſpirited Chriſtians, hath 
been, arid {tt} are ( or ſhonld be } prodigal of 
all, ready ro'parr with All, * Relations; Eltare, 
Liberty, and Life for Chrilt,, ' and the' Goſpel's 
fake. | 
And this I mention firſt, beeauſe it 15 the ſpe- 
at thing intended} in rhe Texr,. as appears 
from the- occaſion, v. 22. Peter took him, and be- 
gan' to rebuke him, , ſaying, Bs tt 'far from thee, 
| Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee, On which the 
Lord: took the occafion, to let both him and us 
15 know, char nor onely he would deny himſelf 

| for 
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for us, and not ipare himſelf for us ; but we 
muit deny our telves, our caſe, our fafery, our 
life, and-ovur all tor his ſake, withour which we 
cannot be hys Diſciples. 

Queſt. as not the Followers of Chriſt uſe 
lawiul means for their preſervation from the 
Wrongs and Perſecurions of Men ? 

Anſiv. Doubtlels they may io do ; fo did 
Chritt himlelf, till his time was come, Mat. 14. 
13. Foh. 8. 59. And the ſame he exhorteth his 
Diſciples roo, Mat. 10. 16, 17. And they fol- 
' lowed his Exhortation, A#. 9. 23,24, 25. 2 Cor. 
11. 32, 33. Bur that which is intended is, thaz 
when there is no lawful way of eſcape open to 
us, but by denying of Truth, then felf-eale and 
fafery mult be denied, and we mu{t ſuffer for 
Chrift and T-uth's fake, there is no faving of 
ſelf then, bur in the loſs of ſelf, if we will 
prove our ſelves ro be rhe Followers of Chriſt 
in good earneſt, then liberty, life and all muſt 
go for his ſake, ro deny Ci:riſt in fuch a cate, 
and at fvch a time, favours not of the things 
that be of God, and of the Golpel, bur of the 
things that are of Satan, and of Men. 

2. To deny our ſelyes for Chriit, is to deny 
our own humane and fleſhly Wiſtlem ; tor it is 
too wile for Chriſt, and will nor fubimir ro the 
Goſpel-terms on which our acceptance isfared ; 
humane Wiſdom 1s too wile ro follow him on 
his own terms, and ro adyenrure on the Dift- 
Eulries that uſually atrend the Go'pel, norwith- 


itanding 
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ftanding there is a ſufficiency of encouragement 
thereunto, as preſent Grace, and the Weight of 
Glory ro come, Luk, 6. 22, 23. 2 Cor. 4. 17,18. 
Yer wile (clf chooſerh preſent ſenſitive things, 
preſent eale, liberry and life, it looks at things 
that are ſeen, fſelf-wiſdom is yery blind abour 
unſcen things ; and hence ir is, the Apoſtle faith, 
1 Cor. 1.18. That the preaching of the Crofſ is to 
them that periſh fooliſhneſs. And chap. 3. 18, 19. 
Humane Witdom , if it turn not away totally 
from Chritt, yer it will find our many inventi- 
ons, and never rightly follow him, if nor ruled 
by Goſpel Grace. 

3- We muſt deny our own Wills too, or elſe 
we ſhall never rightly follow Chritt, there being 
ſo many Difficulties (in the way of Life) to the 
fleſhly Mind har (elf-will will never ſabmir there- 
To, bur will hinder, unleſs it be denied ; ſelf-will 
follows ſelf-wiſdom, and goes not a ſtep beyond 
it, and felf-wiſdom of ittelf will never coun- 
{el or adviſe the-Will ro adventure any thing for 
Chriſt, and the Glory ro come ; and ſelf-will, 
not only follows ſelf-wifdom, bur ordinarily is 
captivarcd to ſelf-Juſts, wicked and filthy lutts ; 
this is the baſeneſs of ſelf-will, thar it chooſcrh ro 
keep its bale luſts and fins, rather than ro part 
with them, and to follow Chriſt. This is, and 
hath been the diſpoſition of this wilful felf-will 
throughour all Ages, ir bids God depart, #t deft- 
reth not the knowledge of his ways, Job 21. 14,15. 
T hat there is no hope ( while ſelf-will one <- 

ut 
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but they will walk after their own imaginations, 
and will nor come atter, nor follow Chritt, Pal. 
$1. 13. Fer. 2. 25. & 18. 11, 12. Fob. 5. 40 
Tou will not come to me, that you might have hfe. 
Beloved Friends , you, mutt deny your own 
feſhly Wills, or you will never follow Chrilt 
this ſelfiſh Will, will never ſubmir irſclf ro rhe 
holy and righteous Terms of Life by Jeſus Chriſt, 
it looks on the way to be roo narrow and {treighr, 
and the ſuppoſed difficulries roo hard, that it 
will not enter upon the way and work, bur re- 
ſolveth ro choole the eafieit and pleaſanteſt way 
rothe fleſh, though to its own eternal ruin. And 
chis wilful ſelf-will, do not only keep Souls ar a 
diſtance from Chriſt, reſolving nor to enter on 
the way and work ; bur roo often it makes bad 
work in Perſons profefledly following Chrift, for 
want of being denied, it greatly concerns all to 
look to themſelves -in this marrter in time, thar 
ſelf-will rule them not to their ruin. 

4. We muſt deny ſelf-proftit, or we cannor 
be the Followers of Chriſt ; the love of the 
World, and worldly Profits, will lie as a hlock 
in the way, ro hinder and ſeperate Souls from 
Chriſt. We muſt adventure all for Chriſt, if 
we follow him, and this ſelf-profit will nor do. 
See what work ſelf-profir, and the love of this 
World makes in this matter, Mat. 19. 21, 22. 
The young Man thar came tro Chriſt, ver.16. 20. 
ſeemed willing at firlt ro be initructed by him, 
and to follow im, and went far, bur when ir 

cate 
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came to parting with the World, that made the 
ſeparation : Men he heard that ſaving, he went 
away yg PS for he had great poſſeſſims. O 
Took ro it Friends, the love of this World is a 
common fnare, by which many a Soul is delu- 
ded ; and thar roo, after they have profeſt a 
Genial thereof, Mat. 13. 22. The cares of this 
world, and the deceitfulneſs 'of riches choke the 
word, and he becemeth unfrutful. See 1Foh.2.15. 
Jam. 4. 4. 

5. Self-honour, and ſelf-pleaſure muſt be de- 
nied, if we will follow Chri:t, ſelf-honour and 
eſteem with men, will never expoſe itſelf ro re- 

roach and ſhame for th? name and ſake of 
Chriit, Foh. 5. 44. How can ye believe, who re- 
ceive hoxour one of another : and ſeek not the ho- 
nour thar cometh from God only. Self-honour 
cannor believe fo. as to follow Chriſt, thar muſt 
be denied ; for ill we come tro ſeek rhe Ho- 
nour that cometh from God only, we ſhall nor 
ſo believe as to loſe felf-honour and eſteem with 
Men. and to follow Chrift, for ſelf-honour muſt 
be laid in the du't, and the Followers of Chriſt 
mult be content ro be accounted Fools for his 
ſake, ro be defamed and accounted as the filth 
of the world, i Cor. 4. 10. 13. And this ſelf- 
honour will neyer yield unto, and therefore 
muſt be denied ; and this part of Self-denial is 
ablolurely neceflary, v-ithour which is, nor can 
be no fafery, nor true Honour in the end. And 
ſelt-plealure mult !ire wile be demed, or we can- 
nor 
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not follow Chrift,and our own fleſhly and ſelfiſh 
pleaſures, ſelf-pleaſures muſt be denied, or it will 
mar all, 'Z&.' 8. 14. That which fell among thorns, 
are they that when they had heard, go forth, and 
are choaked with the'cares and riches and pleaſures 
of this life! -O' take heed, and beware of the 
pleaſures of rhis life, thar you pleaſe nor ſelf 
therein 3 ir's a common'fnare, not only to the 
Prophane ro keep them from Chriſt, bur of Pro= 
feſfors too, by which rhey-are in danger ro be 
drawn away from him : -O how ready are pro- 
feft Chriſtians ro fall in love with felfiſh, fleſhly, 
and worldly pleaſures, 'and to plead for it as a 
lawful liberty of recreation for the fleſh ; eſpeci- 
ally if ' rich” in the world ; as if felf-profir, and 
ſelf-pleafure were Co-partners/-ro deceive and 
draw.from Chriſt, as in-the laſt Texr mention- * 
ed, they are united iti chbking- the-Word; T 
would beg and beſcech all, xo rake heed and be: 
ware of ſelfiſh fleſhly'pleaſures, leaſt rhey- prove 
an inlet to your erernal-ruin,' and do not rempr 
God in this marter, bur deny/your ſelves herein, 
and remember rhe ſin of the aſt days, forerold 
of, 2 Tim.-3. 4. that Men Would be lovers of plea- 
ſure, more than lovers of God: * And what's {po- 
ken of the Woman living in pleaſure, 1 Tim: 5.6: 
is true of all Men, whio' fo live 5- but ſhe that li-' © 
veth in pleaſure is dead while ſhe liveth *"there- - 
fore beware of the fleſhly 'pleaſares of this life. © 
6. And likewiſe if we will follow Chrift, we 
mult deny ſelf-loye ; = will-never fuffer 
ns 
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us:ro go.far, nor do much for Chriſt, -xbat ill- 


Cries.our, Spate thy jelt; adventure hot thy, (elf ; 
this lieth as a block ini\the way of all duticy} (elt- 
love, will cait abour to ſee how {elf-may be pro- 
vided. for, and be ſecured, and he.jure it will 
not; go a, ep. further; .afrer Chrilt chen, ſelt- 


latety. may. be ſecured. ; this is one of the fins. 
ol. the, lait days, 2:1im; 3. 2: Men ſhall, be bo-: 


vers of therr own ſelpes:1 'velt-lovers performs no 
duty rightly, .cither coGod or Man. , 
Queſt, Is it not lawful for Men to Jove them- 

ſelves 2. mas aol «1 Net whe > 

 .. Anjp:. Ini fome true ſence, ,withour doubt ir 
1S-;;and ir would be alin, it we fhould nor love 
Olr; ſelves, Mat-22. 39- Thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
* bour. as,thy ſelf :. which fully grants that, we may 
loyg'our-{elves;” bur this had need wilely to be 
ubderitoad..,.:For-£;i We may nor love finful elf, 
noti wite; nor wytul jelf,.” we muſt rake heed 
and beware of that. - >, In-loving natural {elf 
3.-e. to loye our felves;as; we are Men, which 
we may and;mult do,; pd cannot but-do, it's a 
Law of God 3h Nature, and cannot. be. defiroy- 
ed, unleſs wedeltroy our {etyes ; yer thele things 
herem: imult be - confidered. 1. That. we love 
not our ſelves 'more;.than we love: God, and 
Chritt,{no nor ſo much neither). this'is felf-love 
which-maſt be denied ,-.or elle we ſhall never 
leave: all for-his ſake, Mar. io. 37, 33, 39- 

-. 2. We mult love.our-{elves ſo, as ro ſeek our 
own good-and ſafery in. the right way thrreot, 


and 
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and nor in any ſinful way, and to ſeek our ſpi- 
ritual and erernal good in the Goſpel way of 
following Chriſt, which ordinarily will be in 
the loſs and denial of hnarural ſelf-love, an&dis 
vine love to ſelf in this way, loves and prefers 
the honour of God and Chriſt above all, and is 
= higheſt and rruett love roo (and fafery of) our 
elvegt: 5. 15 

3. We ſhould love our ſelves fo, 'as that we 
love our Neighbours as our ſelves, and that nor 
only for the narure (bur 'the meaſure) of our 
love ; for this diftinction hath almoſt cheated us 
our of all true love ro our Neighbours, 'te loye 
Neighbours that are: Enemies, wirh the love of 
-piry and compaſtion, to pray for them, and be 
ready to do'them guod, Afar. 5. 44, 45. to love 
the godly as fuch, with the love of relation, and 
to do ſurably for them, as for our ſelves, accor- 
ding to Goſpel Rule, Luk. 10. 27. to 37. & 12. 
33. I Foh. 3.16, 17,18. 

7. We muſt deny ſelf righteous, 3. e. our own 
righteouſneſs, (or elſe we ſhall nar ſubmir our 
ſelves to the righteouſneſs of the Goſpel ) the 
righreouſneſs of the Law, or Works, Rom. 9. 31, 
32. & 10. 3. They being i2norant of God's righte- 
ouſneſi, and going aboztit to eſtabliſh their own 
r:2hteouſneſi, have not ſubmitted to the 4 rp" 
neſi of God. - Thar is, the righteouſneſs of G 
by Chriſt, in the Goſpel, the juſtification cha? 5 
freely by grace, through the Redemption that u in 
Feſus Chrift. And this; juſtification, felf-righre- 

| C 2 ouſpcis 
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ouſnels will nor fubrnat unto, and: therefore ir 
mult be denied ; though Chriſtians muſt be ve- 
ry. zealousfor God, and,utwerial inall Goſpel 
Qbetiience, yet nor as; their! righteouſnels] or 
deſtrving cauſe of juſtification and life, bur as 
the Ferms thereof, without which they can 
claim no right ro the juftification and ſalvation 
that is by Chriſt, by any Goſpel Law or. Pro- 
miſe, Rev. 22. 14... 7 '/ 
8. And-to conclude; this matter , they that 
will bethe Followers :of Chrift, muſt deny fin- 
ful ſetf;/' and-rhis I mention laft, becauſe mucki 
of what hath been faid.is included in this, - and 
therefore above all, fnfuli{elf is ro be denied ; 
and in:this1s included, proud; froward, perverle, 
coverous, oppretiing, filthy, and hane ſelf ; 
alk the filrhy luſts and aCtions of the fleſh muſt 
be denied, or we can never follow Chriſt here 
in iGrace, - nor enjoy him hereafrer in Glory, 
therefore ler all, borh Profefſors and Prophane 
look to it, in fine, and deceive not your lelyes, 
if you are reſolved to be filthy here, and not to 
deny your {ſelves in thele rhings; you muſt ex- 
pect 'ro be. miſerable and! wrerched hereafter, 
Rem. 8..13. 1 Cor. 6.9, 10, Eph. 5. 3. 07. 
Heb. 12.14. 


6. The Reaſons why ſelf muſt be denied :|. 
I. -Becauſe-ir ftands in the way of Goſpel Grace |. 
and. Life, and: of our right following of- Chrilt | 
therein 5 O Sirs, know,'uhat fleſhly ſelf in all irs | 


yatts: {a$.-harh been, mentwned ) ſ{elf-caſe, ſelf- 
| J 


wiſdom, : 
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wildom,ſelf-willetf-profir, ſel-honout and plea- 
ſure, ſelE-love,ſelF-righteous,and ſelf-finful, ttagds 
all in the way to hinder you from following of 
the Lord, and bears the rye in carnal, hearts ; 
and ſomething of all ſtif! remains in 'profeſt 
Chriſtians, and hence 1 ir 4$ their _—y work” ro 
keep upon their Watch ind Ward,and r6 main- 
rain velt- deal al, pſt they are enſnaxed _ 
taken captive elt a om. 7. 21, 24. tor 
fleſhly ſelf Tak is ſtill 4 mn 1h the parts [yore 
Men. carry 5bout their own ' greateſt Enemy 
within rhemſelves, He knows ngt himſelf, that 
do nor know it, Gal. 5. 17. ' 

2. And as an effect herof {elf muſt be de- 
nied, or elſe we cannot be the Pilciples and Fol- 
lowers of the Lord, unleſs {elf 'be denied, it will 
prevail to, hinder yoir from chming <6 Chriſt ; 5 
and unleſs ſelf-denial be ftif maintained ; one 


time or other, it will prevail to turn You. away 
from Chriſt again, to ſtumble and faHl, ro be 


broken and ſnared, and raken ; So tharje's plain, 
and the Word i is full to it, rhar ſelf muſt be'the- 
nied, or elſe we cannot falfow Chriſt; we*&h- 
not be his Diſciples, Lak, t 4. 26. 33:. So'/ikeFviſe 
whoſoever he be, that farſakgth not all that he hath, 
he cannot be my diſciple. Self muſt be denied, 


| or Chriſt muſt be denied, Men dare nor, will 
. not, 'cannot follow Chriſt, till a meaſure of {af- 
. denial be attained unto, if we deny nor ſelf- 
. wiſdom, and ſelf-will, ,we ſhall deny Chriſt, 
'1- Cor. 1, 20. If we UT; not ſelf-profit. ſelf-ho- 
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ure, we ſhall deny Chriſt, 

ob. 12. 42, 43. If we deny | 
nor ſelf-loye, ſelf-righreous, and ſelf-finful, we 
cannot be the righr lowers of Chrift 3 if ſelf 
enſnares us in the way,.it will overcome as, and 
rurn us aſide, 2 Tim. 3- t,to 5. Tit. 1. 16. 2 Pet. 
2. 18, 21. Ll 

3. And ſo Self-deniial is indiſpenſably neceflh- 

ry in order. to Salvation 3 3, we cannor be ſaved 
EDT it : for if we cannar follow Chriſt with- 
out ir, then we cannor be ſaved withour it; we 
cannot come to be with Chriſt, unleſs we fol- 
low after him ; -we cannot be faved out of the 
way of Salvation, as Chriſt isthe new and living 
way: of, and toilife, Fob. 14. 6. lo we cannot be 
in hinz withour ſelf-denial, as our following of 
' him is a fgn of life, and the way to life, Rom.2. 
7.10.. Rev. 22.14. SOFT. 1s certain, that with- 
our. Self-denial , we ſhall never enter into, or 
walk rightly in that way, and ſo cannot poflibly 
attain the end : So that there can be no Salvati- 
00 with eternal. Glory, withour Self-denial, Mat. 
10. 33.: All Men do one way or other deny 
Chriſt, either in word orwork, withour Self-de- 
 nial, Mat. 12. 36. Tit. 1. 16. Fid. v. 15. 

4. Self muſt be denied, becauſe it. was the 
reat and good deſign of God in the Golpel by 
briſt, ro fave us from our ſelves ; yea, whole 

ſelf, as in the faln ſtare, this was the deſign of 
God in ſending his Son, 1 Tim. 1.15. And of 
the Son in dying, 1 Per. 3. 18, and of the Go- 
{pel's 
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Mat. 19. 21, 22. 
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\pel's preaching, Mar.'t6-15, 16. 1 &r 1221. 
and withour jeltf-Genial this grear defign/of God 
miſt 'be fruſtrate, which muit needs'erid in our 


 Cbtddvination!/ And that'it' was tn faveus from 


our yes {as\in the fiſt #dam in the faln ſtate, 
and to work us into the Tecond; mho # the-Lord 
from'heaven, is moſt tlear)*1'Cor, 15.43, 49!"'tb 
work 'us irito / the Trhafe of "the ſecohtdl Man, 

which'is begun k#re bY Fah"and Sctf*&6niwt in 

rhe-dayf Grace, arid it Brearly Whicerns vs ro 

look rd ir, -that eff -hNynigder hor this\work; bur 

thar we defign the accomplifhment rhereof in our 

ſelves, while here in'this4tmperfet ati*morral 

eltate, that hereby, we grow up into a confor- 

mitY tb him, 2 Cor. 416,11. rhar wherher we 

meet wirh Adverfiry *5& Proſperity; it'tnay ten 

ro iricreaſe this life of 'ChriRt in our mtal bodies ; 

'aHd/theti' when Chriff Hs is our Nife "dd appear, 
- we [Pat appear with bir in plory, Col: 3. 4. And 
' olr ile ike ſhall be hinged, and b>' made like 
wnro'Bis glorious body, Phil. 3. 21: Then fhall 

we be Wholly faved' from vur ſelves,-a$ fir the 
firit am, in the fas Rate, called ir Scriptiite 

the day of redemption, Eph. 4.39, The adophion amd 

redemption, Rom.'$. 24 ' And this 'grear*Qrace 

*(an#to 2 other Divine and* New! Covininr 
Grace, by: which wE'ate* prepared" for Glory) 

is radicited in the moft ſubtinie 'and 'rirional 

part of Man. in the fpiri of the mind,'Eph.a223. 

Where rhis Grace of Self-denial} ard*%all Grhver 

divine Verrues is effeQed by the Word nu Spi- 

C 4 rit 
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rit - Chriſt, by which the, whole Man is {id ro 
become. new creature in Chrift, 2, Cor. 5. 17. 

And thar not only as a part put for. the whole, 

bur-as this renewing. ;in the Spirit of the Mind, 

doth (or ſhould) rule in the whole ſpirit, foul, and 


body, i. &, the whole Man, and keep it blameleſs 


Junta the day of Chrjft, 1:Thel. 5. 23. at Which 
time the. work ſhall be. perfected in the whole 
_ Phil. 3: 20,,21+ herefore ler everyone that 
hath this from (keep u Self-depial, OY 
Pupil If, 4s be drgopee, 1 i Joh. 3. 2, 3- 


7. Too come-to he denticarian of the Doftrine. 


Uk t, Ir is of Infotmaxion, and that in many 
things, not only, 1... To. inform us in the preſent 
rruth,z.e. Of the neceflityof Selt-denialof which I 
have already ſpoken: "Self be being that which ſtands 
in the way of our following Chriſt, withour rhe 
denial thereof, we cannot be his Diſciples, we 
eannor be ſaved, ir fruſtrating the deſign of God 
in the Goſpel, ſelf {tanding in oppoſition to all, 
which demonſtrates Fog veceling of rhe denying 
thereof, 

Bur 2,...Ir informs ts, that the way « of Go- 
F ſpeL-liftby Chriſt, .s.,a,narrow way. .'Q. this 

way of Self-denial is.a .narrow ways.! and bard 
and. difficulr ro fleſhly ſelf, it's nat in yain. the 
Lord faith, Mat. 7. 14s. Streight is the gate, and 
narrow #1 the way that leadeth unto life, and faw 
core beithat find it, Yea, very few (ir is to be 
feared) 
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feared) do find this ſtreight Gare, and narrow +- 
Way, (of Self-denial) that leadeth to Lite, it 
being ſo ſtraixthar. few enter, and lo narrowgthat 
few being entered, keep pightabarrin Luk. 13: 
24. Strive to epfer, in at the ſtreight gate ; for 
many will ſeek, to; enter in, and ſhall not be able, 
There is no FroFring bur by Self-denial, and 
that is rior obrained by a ſluggiſh ſeeking only, 
bur by induſtry,, by watching and warring a- 
gainſt the fleſh, and in this way, myſt we keep 
right in the way, elſe are we in danger to 
turn alide,, Mat. 26.41. Luk, 21. 36. And this 
is that the Lord would have all to underitand, 
before they pretend to fer .faor therein, Luk. 14. 
28. 33- | "ef 

. Ir informs us of the great (and almoſt yni- 
velit) miſtake and miſcarriage thar is in the 
world abour this matter, who think themſelves 
good Chriſtians, . Dilciples , and Followers gf 
Chriſb, and yer axe (for the moſt part) ſtrangers 
ro this great concern, of Self-denial, -thar will 
have ſelf ro rule in all caſes, (elFlope, and felt- 
will, felf-pride , and ſelt-pleaſure , ſelf-profix, 


and ſelf-finful ; (as if the oegad way of Sinand 


Death, were the; way of Life) who know nar 
whar ſelf-denial is, nor what it isto. walk in the 


.narrow way of Life,; woful experience demog- 


ſtrares. the xruth hertof ; it's rhar which may be 
ſeen 56 read gf, all Men, and. that not only of 
the Prophane,.. bur .ro0 to much of Profeſſors, 
who ſeems ro gantent themſelves 


+ #4 +4 # 


form, 
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form, without the power and life of Godlineſs : 
With a name ts live, and yet are dead. Who 
walk ar thar rate, as if they were ſtrangers to 
this Doctrine” of Self-deniaf ; as if rhe way to 
Life was ſo brozd* and eafie, that ſelf and fleſh 
might have 1ts libetry therein,it greatly concerns 
all; ro lay this martef to' heartih time; © 
4. Ir informs us of the rrue cauſe why Chriſt 
hath fo few ſincere Followers ' of him in the 
World : 1r is-nor from any thing that is. in him 
as the cauſe , or in the Goſpz1 , or way of Life, 
it is not from any ſore reprobating Will in God 
concerning Men, ( as ſome” believe and reach;) 
bir it is in ſelf, want of Seff-denial; thar is the 
true cauſe pf - Mens miſcarriage in this marrer ; 
ſelf ir is keeps Souls ara diſtance from Chriſt, 
and occaſions many to 'ſtumble and fall, after 
they haye profeſt' ro own him]"Men'love rheir 


fins and luts, and pleaſures, and' reſolve to keep - 


them, though in. the loſs of Chriſt and Life' by 
'him ; fo'thar we ray truly fay in this martet, 
"as Hof. 13. 9. O Tſrael thou ha#t deſtroged thy ſelf, 
' 5.  Andeeſpecjally, ir informs us (for want of 
being denied} whar fad .and woful work ſelf 
Fath made'in the World,. 61d ſelf ruling all, 
'fo'thar we, may truly ſay; rhar this, (elf that 
ſhould' be denied; © and brought under” (eſpeci- 
ally by 'aff*thar bear rhe Name of Chifſtian) 
have been, 'and' is' the great'Lord'that rules'in, 
*4nd'over-{almoſt) all Men. ' © tone and ſee 
_ what 
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what work ſelf hath made, and daily makerh 
in the World; and ro this end 1 ſhall endeayour 


a little to pourtray it before you. 


. 1. Self ir is rhar fitsar ſtern, and (for the moſt 
part)" rules the Narions, {elf-love, ſelf-honour, 
telf-pride, arid felfwill, it'is, that is the caule 
of moſt of the Wars and Blood ih the World, 
we may ſay in this tnarter, as Tam. 4. 1. From 
whence come wars,” #nd fightings among you, come 
they not hence , evert of your 5s that war in 
your members. Self pride, and ſelf-will is the 
great (and almoſt uverſal) Lord in this mat- 
ter ; and this the Nations feel by wotul expe- 
rience. 

2. Sclf —_ in(almoft )alt Men, ſelf loves ſelf: 
wiſdom, felf-will, ſelf-pteafute; felf- -profit, and in 
all lelf-ſinful, and that nor only in the Prophane, 
but in Profeffors roo. And hence it is, that fo 
few rightly follow Chriſt, ſelf rules them, that 
they will not follow Chriſt, Foh. 5. 40. And 
hence ir is,” that the World called Chriſtians, is 
averſpread with the filthy abomination of felh- 
ly i2It 3 infomuch, thar its accounted a ron 
Vercue among Men, to be” prophane and filt 
than ſtri*Hy ro deny. ſelf, and to follow Chri 
or art ;ealt the laſt is accounted a greater crime 
than the former ; and from” this wicked felf- 
ruling, arifeth all rhe coverouſneſs, pride, op- 
prefſions, filrhine's and abotnihations, both a- 
gainſt God and Man in the Wortd, borh among 
the Prophane and Profeſſors, ir's all from this 

wicked 
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wicked, ſelf, which ought xo be ſtrictly denied 
by all Chrifians | | 

3. Self rules jn all Callings, which in them- 


ſelves are { or might be) lawful, if ſelf did not | 


mar in the matter ; bur ſelf-love, ſelf-profit, and 
ſelf-honour-ryles and bears the great ſway inall, 
bath by Land gn Ih 71, | 
— Self ir is ſers-the Merchants to wark, to ad- 
venture far, and all for hope of Gain, while 
thar goes on, {elf is pleaſed 3 if that fail, (elf re- 
ines. WY bo OF - SR 
f Self it js that; ruleth in Eity and Country ; 
ſelf-profit and advantage it-is, that managerh 
all Callings ; ſelf it is that keeps the Shop ; and 
ſelf it is, that keeps the Flock, and, prepares the 
Wool ; and ſelf it is that makes the Cloth; ang 
ſelf-need fers the.poor to work ; {elf ir is that 
keeps the Plow; and-ſelf it is that milks the 
Cow. And although this is the deplorable ſtare 
of Man ; yea, of profeſt Chriſtian Men, for 
want, of Self-denial ; yer I ſhall tell you ſome; 
thing that is worſt of all, done by {elf in this 
; marter, ( viz.) Self do not only manage all Cal- 
lings, from the higheſt ro the loweſt , bur it 
makes Men diſhoneſt rherein ; ſelf makes M 
to Swear and Lye far advantage ; Cozen and 
Chear for advantage ; ſelf makes rich Men to 
oppreſs the poor for advantage ; and ſelf makes 
the poor to murmur and repine againſt, and ro 
filch and ſteal from the rich : this is the woful 
work that ſelf maketh-in the World, which wi 
| ket 
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kerh Men ro-bec6ine a burthen and phgue'to 
themſelves and one another. Beſides, that which! 
is: greateſt and worſt. of all, it brings eternal! 


| dettruction on. Body and Soul.  Burnow before 


I proceed any further, I muft endeavour ro an- 
{wer one great Queſtion, | thar will neceſſarily 
here be made. if > 

- Queſt.” May we nor-uſe our wotldly Callings 
for advantage, while we do it lawfully ? Is ir' 
pbflible for worldly Afﬀairsro be carried on with- 
our expeCtarion of advantage ? T his Dodtrine 
ſeems ro deftroy the Life of all Callings ? 

Anſw. It is withour all doubr, ( in a true and 
righr ſence) lawful ro expect advantage in the 
ule of worldly Imployments, it is the way in 
which God hath ordained our ſubſiſting in the 
World, with his blefling, Gen. 3. 19. A. 2o.. 
34. Fam. 4. 13, 15. Ir's not the advange by 
worldly Imployments thar I ſtrike ar, Fam.5.7. 
No, no, bur it is, when ſelf rakes all upon him, 
and manapes the whole defign, which I fear is 
roo common among us all, for ſelf ro manage 
all among Heathens , and Atheiſts, would be 
no maryel ; but for ſelf ro do all among 
profeſt- Chriſtians, is a miſchievous thing , 
and diſhonourable : Ir's God's Ordinance 
thar Chriſtians ſhould be found in honeſt Cal- 
lings and Imployments, for their worldly: fubf- 
ſting while-in the faln ſtare, -Tzr. 3. 14; Bur 
the  tranſgreſſion that flows from elf; in the 
matrer. 1s, * c 


1. When 
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1. When welook only ro Callings and Im-. 
ployments, and uſe them not. as. God's Ordi-: 
nance, in obedience to him, and fo: umploy our 
ſelves in our wordly Callings, as his Ordinance ;: 


and then we ſhould ſerve rhe Lord, and our 
ſelves in ſerving him, and it 'would be truly 
ſaid in this matter, as the Apolile ſpeaks of Ser- 
vaats, in their faithful ſerving their Maſters, 
Col. 3. 24. Te ſerve the Lord Chriſt, and of him 
ſhall ye recerve the reward of the inheritance. O 
bow few Chriſtians lay this to heart ! then you 
would be honeſt, upright, and juſt 3 rhen you 
would nor, (nor could nor ) opprels or defraud 
any 3 No, no, in ſo doing you muſt conclude 
you ferye not the Lord Chritt, but your wicked 
ſinful ſelves. 

2. When you make uſe of Callings, and look 
not ro God for a Blefling on your Endeavours, 
bur Arheiſt-like, give all ro ſelf-indultry ; and 
this ſelf dorh, ir dorh all itſelf withour looking 
to God ; and all for itſelf, and rakes all ro ſelf ; 
. bur where the Grace of Self-denial culeth, as ir 
doth all in the Lord, fo ir doth all for the Lord, 
and expects the Bleing from him, and gives 
the Glory ro him, and improves all for him, 
z. e. to his Glory. Grace teacheth rhat zt x 4 
diligent hand, and the bleſſing of God that m4a- 
keth rich, Prov. 10. 4. 22. And being in this 
way made rich, to improve it for God ; and if 
it be bur Food and Rayment. { for that is rich 
provicon, 1 Tim. 6. 8. P/xl. 4. 18.) they Ear 


and 
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and Drink ro the Glory of the Giver. And this 
is all above ſelf's Element, for ſelf is an Atheiſt, 
it looks nor rightly ro God, nor gives Glory to. 
him, 

3. When Callings are covetouſly followed, and 
the advantage that comes thereby is coverouſly im- 
ployed;for Fa as1t is independent in all its actings 
t looks ro none, . and depends on none bur it{clf, 
ſo it's exceeding encroaching and covetous , 
for, 1. Ir incrcaches all time to itſelf , though 
there be a; prerence of Religion, yer (elf will 
allow no time far Religious Work,. but when it 
{clf hath nothing ro do, then it may be it will al- 
low irs Owners to ſpare ſome time : Bur, alas! 
ſelf ſpoils and marrs all the Work and Service, 
it carrieth the heart away after the World, and 
begers Reſolutions never ro do the Work, the 
Word calls for, eſpecially if it be ſuch as felf- 
eale, felf-pride, Gif vroke, and (elf-will likes not, 
like thoſe, Ezek.. 33.30, 31; 32. Bur if there 
be'any opportunity of worldly advantage, that 
muſt rake place, and the Service of God mutt 
ſtand by, and ſelf muſt be ſerved, there is no 
tune for God, but whar ſelf will allow, who 
thinks-all time loſt, where ſelf-pleaſure and ad- 
Vantage 1S nur. 

.;2, As xt, incroacheth all time, ſo ir incroach- 
eth all gain\to irſelf, ir. improves all for (ef, ir 
very: hardly; parts with any thing for God's uſe ; 
if, ir dg, it's very ſparingly and grudgingly ; or 
if largely, it is for ſelf (till, ſelf-honour, and - 
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praiſe ro be ſeen'of Men, Mar. 6. 1,2. (If it be* 


nor ſeen, ſelf will blow the Tramper, and make 
it knowr) or ih a meritorious way ; for ſelf is 
very Popiſh, and may do much on this account, 
Mc: 6: 6,7. 1 Cor. 13: 3. | 


* Butr- Self-denial alloweth time for God, his 


Worſhip and Service ;- yea, more time than felf 
is willing to ſpare, for ſelf is at work in this 
marttrer,even where Self-denial is ;' bur Self-demial 
15 willing" ro give God his due, and makes con- 
ſcience thereof ; ſolikewiſe Self-denial improves 
worldly advantage and gain for the Lord ; 
whereas ſelf incroaches all to itlelf ; bur Self- 
denial is liberal, and commumcares, 2 Cor, 9. 
6,7, 8, 9. Burſelf is all for irſelf, if felf-profir 
harh nor room ro fill up all the time, then ſelf- 
eaſe, and ſelf-idleneſs puts in, thar it's rare for 
any time to be allowed for God, his Work and 
Worſhip, eſpecially Family and Cloſer-Worſhip. 
Now let Self-denial have the management of 
your Callings, thar'ſo you! may ſteer aright 
therein, who will give God his dye, andallow 
natural ſelf his due, and ſee what a Reformari- 


on would be among all Men, and in all Callings; 


the Blefling of God would arrend, and Quier- 


neſs and Peace would be in all our worldy En-' 


joyments, whether we have Intfe or much. 
And thus much'in anſwer to this queſtion: 


4. Self is very irreligions. 'either! if wilt hin-' 
der all Religion, or have none it the World, 


{clf 


. . _ . arfaun : 
bur what itſelf likes : Grieyous' work it 1s that' 
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The Doctrine of Self Denial. 4x 
felf hach made, and ftill makes in the World 'on 
this account. - 

- 1. Self will not permir irs Owners to come 
rightly ro Chriſt, ſelf in all its parts ſtands in di- 
rect oppoſition, as before I ſhewed ; ſelf is the 
greateft Rebel in rhe World againſt Chriſt, and 
the great Lord by which all are roo much ruled ; 
and this ſelf, as it will not fubmir itſelf ro Chriſt, 
nor ſuffer thoſe in whom! it rules ro fabmir ro 
him, fo ir ſets irſelf ro hinder others 3 when 
Self-denial begins ro make free from ſelf*'s ca- 
ptivity 3 then ſelf in ſelfiſh Relations begins ro 
work, and to perſwade from following Chriſt, 
on ſelfiſh grounds, as ſpare thy ſelf, thar it's no 
need to be ſo ſtridt ; that worldly pleaſures, luſts 
and liberty, and Chrift and Glory may all be 
enjoyed ; and thus ſelf endeavours to cheat both 
ieſel; &nd others, our of the truth, power, and 
life of all Religion. 

2. Self ir is, that is the grear Perſecutor of 
Chriſt, and his Followers, as it refuſerh to fol- 
low him itſelf, ſo it will perſecute all thar do 
follow him out of ſelf's own way ; ſelf would 
have no Religion in the World, bur whar itſelf 
likes 3 and be ſure, (for the moft part) it muſt 
be thar which ſairs with ſelf-eaſe, ſelf-honour, 
ſelf-profit , ſelf-pride , and ſelf-liberty 3 and 
who fo cannot fall in with ſelf-Religion, ſelf 
will perſecure, and cur off ſuch it ir can, or en- 
force to its own Worſhip ; which indeed is con- 
trary both roReaſon and =" true Religion, (and 

it's 
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ir's bruriſh ſelf rhar doth: this, and' nor tational 
ſelf) and can expect ro force none bur bruriſh 
lelf , neither xaciqpal nor religious . ſelf can 
po.hibly. ſubmir.,co force 3 bur inconfiderare, 
tearful, brurtiſh ſelf it is-that ſubmits" itſelf. 

3. Self it is, thar is {till at work; | to cauſe 
Chriſtians ro draw back from Chriſt, ro make 
ſhipwrack of faith, and a good conſcience : Self 
ics, that makerh ſuch wotul work ameng Pro- 
feflors, as Pride, Coverouſnels, and Oppreition, 
with other-like. Enormities, which are the ap- 
parent fruits of brurith ſelf ; by reaſon of which 
they bur little differ from the Prophane ; and 
in wuly ſerious, watchful, felf-denying Chritti- 
ans, it makes themgrieve and groan in the ſence 
of irs. workings, Rom. 7. 24. | 

5: velt, when 1t cannor hinder all Religion, 
then w will be Religious, and then,. and there 
it will work ſutable to itſelf ; for ſelf will be 
content ro be Religious for ſelt-ends, though ir 
make bad work therein ; ſome of which I ſhalt 
endeavour a little ro diſcover. 

1. I: will form up its Religion to irfelf, ſura- 
ble co its own mand,” ( as but now I ſaid) in 
which i: will be ſure ro pleaſe itſelf, and to 
have a tender reſpect ro ſclf-profit, ſelt-pride, 
jelj-cale, and {riFhonour, and it will ſo order 
the martcr, thar ſelt-finful ſhall be preſerved, 
felt plealure, ſeii-luft , and ſelf-will, - will have 
it ſo ; and hence ir comes to paſs, that notwirhr 
ttanding all the flcſhly boatt of Church, _ 
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Catholick Church, yer it is the Cage of unclean 
and hareful Birds, and all muſt meer in felf-Re- 
ligion 3 if any go beyond, and keep nor within 
the bounds of ſelf-religion (though ſelf be pro- 
phane) it will then tyrn zealous and perſecute 3 
and this ariſerh either, 1. From Ignorance, Foh. 
16. 2, 3. Or 2. From Pride, P/al. ro. 2. For 
ſelf is very proud, ir would have none to be 
more Religious than itſelf, rhough iclelf have 
none at all 1n truth, 2 Tim. 3. 2, 5. 

2 If Religion in the firifteſt ſence be in E- 
ſteem and Honour among Men, then ſelf will 
ger in for (elf-applauſe, and ſelf-advantage, and 
it may be do ſome honourable Works on the 
ſame account, 7z. e. to be ſeen of Men, Ma. 6. 
1, 2. for in the performance of Religious Du- 
ties, ſelf will be at work, and marr all, if nor 
lookr unto and denied, in giving alms (one 
.- | great part of Religion ) Fam. 1.. 27. Mat. 25, 

| 34, 35, 36. Self for baſe and by-ends will 
| fomerimes fall in here, it naturally ſeeking its 
own praiſe, ir had rather nothing of this kind 
were done, if no applauſe thereby ; ſelf will get 
Religious in Shops and in Trades, to get the cu- 
tom of Religious People ; for in all, it is for 
ſelf-eſteem, and ſelf-advantage. 

3:,. In the more ſtrict, performances, as Pray- 
er, ſelf will put in for its part, and pray roo, 
for {elf-praiſe, Mat. 6. 5. Yea, faſt and pray for - 
lelf-ends, Iſas. 58. 3, 4- Jech. 7. 5- Self. will 
be willing to pray to-b- ſeen of Men ; to faſt 
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and pray, to be freed from Affliction ; bur rare- 
ly do felt faſt and pray wo be freed from Sin ; 
unleſs in a preſent diltreſs, being pofleft, thar 
withour it can be no removing of the Judg- 
ment ; but in ſuch a caſe, when the Judgmenr 
is removed, they then to the Sin again, Pha- 
raoh-like, or as thoſe, Pſal. 78. 34. to 37. 

And as to that divine Vertne of Humility, 
ſelf will ſometimes be at this work ; for it can 
ether invent a humility of its own, and then ir 
goes on moſt free; and' in ſo doing is vainly puft 
up in the fleſhly mind, Col. 2. 18. 23. Or 2. In 
feigning a humility in words and geiture, which 
in ir{elf is bur hypocrifie ; and this remember, 
that ({uch is the Pride of ſelf, that even in ſelf- 
denying Perſons, it will wait the opportunity 
co pur-1:(elf up, from true humility, or any 0- 
ther divine Gift or Vertue 3; for rarely canthere 
be a Duty performed, or Conference abour di- 
vine Things, bur ſelf will pur in for a ſhare 
therein : Who fo knows not this, knows nor 
themſelves. 

4. Self, if ir be not lJookr well roo, will do 
Church-work, if that muft be done, ſelf will 
itrive for the preheminence there, ſelf-rich, and 
felf-will, will rule and carry all before ir, ac- 
cording to its own ſelf-will, ro 'accomplith its 
own baſe ends ; for always felf-honour thinks 
| 1t reaſon thar ſelf-rich ſhould be efteemed moſt 
wile, and ſo moſt deſerving to rule ; and this 
lelf-rich in this World, eafily conſents unto, be- 

ing 
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ing in its own eiteem moſt ſelf-wiſe , and will 
be offended if others do nat ſo account , and 


| thus ſelf-rich, and ſelf-hdhour, thinks nothing 


wilely, nor well done, if he do it nor ; bur 
Self-denial.curerh all theſe things. 

5. And this is not all, bur felf will ger into 
the Miniſtery, if there muſt be a Minittery of 
Chrift, and for the Church's Service, then ſelf 
will be the Miniſter, if poſſible he can obrain 
it. ', And truly, I fear it's no hard matter 
for ſelf ro-ger in, and have his ſhare there- 


in. 

Queſt. What reſpect may ſelf get in, ſo as to 
obtain his erids, in this Miniſtery ? 

Anſiv. Eſpecially in rwo things. 1. Self ho- 
nour, and ſelf-profir, that is, and will be ar 
work; and- bears the greateſt ſway with mot 
in the World, tro whom it -is become as an in- 
riching Trade, as if the defign of Chritt in be- 
coming poor for our ſake , and ſending the Go- 
ſpe} of this- h& Grace. x9 be publithed to the 
World, had: been deſignedly ro make the Pub- 
liſhers thereof rich in the World ; and this is ir 
ſelf aims at, and elf having. obrained it, harh 
found what he ſought for in the Minittery, and 
this is ir {elf will- be geaching after, in thoſe who 
profeſs,rhe higheſt Arrainments in Chriſtianity, 
though there may be bur lirtle cauſe of rempra- 
tion in this marter, yer {elf is in all, and will 
be doing for itſelf ſtill ; for ſelf is a great lover 
of the profits, pleaſures, and honours of this 
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World, and therefore 7s greedy of filthy lucre, 
and muſt be denied ( eſpecially ) in Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, or elſe they cannor be fir for 
thar Service, 1 Tim. 3. 3.- Tit. 1.7.11. 1 Pet. 
$: 2. : L 
2. When ſelf will nor only be the Miniſter 
for profit and eſteem ; bur when ſelf 'will be 
che Preacher, and perform. rhe Miniſterial Ser- 
vice ;and this ſelf will do, if Self-denial pre- 
vent.-him not 3 and here 1s a large Field 'for 
felf ro be at work in; to preach hitnſelf, 'and ro 
preach and pray for himſelf ; and'rhis the A- 
poitles kepr from , and fo ſhould all the faith- 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt, '2 Cor. 4. 5.. pn 
Queſt. When 'may- Men be faid to' preach 
rhemiſelves, or for themſelves, that ſelf doth'the 
work ? | | $” | 
Anſw. 1. Not only- when they preach for 
gain, and ſelf-honour,” when that is'the deſign; 
ſelf being all for wordly profit and *honour : 
Or, '2. When they preach things they ought nit, 
for filthy lucres ſake; "Tir: 1: t1. 2 Per. 2. 3. Or 
their own Fancies and-Imaginations,' Decerving 
being deceived, 2 Tim.3. 13.' But 3. when Men 
preach the Goſpel of 'Chriſt truly, accordlitig ro 
the letter and terms thereof, ( for thus far'ſelf 
may go in preaching!) 'and yer all for baſe 
and ſelf-ends, 'and:ſo ir is ſelf who is ifideed the 
Creachee.! + 5-055 £3; HORT: 
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i. Self is the Preacher, when'ſelf-glory, and. 
ſelf-applaule is the matter ainaed ar, as Herod in 
his Orarion, A&. 12. 24. and rather than fail, if 
ſelf-preaching blow nor the Trumper of Ap- 
plaule loud enough, their (elf-commending 

ongue ſþa{l, 2 Cor. 10. 12,18. Thus it's pot- 
fble for-ſelf to exalr Chriſt high, that fo. irfelf 
may be commended 3 and this 1s truly to: pr cach 
ſelf, and. for ſelf. POL 

2. Self is the Preacher, when the efan.i is, 
nor only ro exalr itſelf, Þpr tgjundermine others, 
who .(.it., may be) are more Jelt-denying, this 
was a ſelfiſh Miniſtry, the Primitive Churches 
were peſtered with, Phil. 1,5. 16. Some indecd 
preach! Clift of envy -and.ſtxife, and ſome of good 
mill : the oe preach Christ of contention, not fin- 
cerely,: ſuppoſing to add affiition to my banas ; 
that was, , thereby to draw away. the hearts of 
the Church from the Apoltle ro themſelves, and 
this: muſt needs add Afixtion;ro his Bands ; and 
this Kind. of ſelfiſh Miniftery, was at-work' at 
moſt_{in all. the Churches,,;2, Cor. 11.-1, ro 15. 
Who. preached the ſame Golpet, thar is evident, 
v. 4. bur ro ſelf;ends, ſelf-exalration, and out- 
ing. the Apoſtle our of the hearts of che Church. 
So Gal..4. 17. and ſuch are as.wruly falſe 4p0- 
files, . deceitful workers, and the-devils miniſters, 
2 Cor. 12. 13, 14;:15:... As thole that bring in 
damnable. Hereſi es, 2 Per. 3.1, 2. 
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3. Self is the Preacher, when. ir's done in 
os mace and Wiſdom of Words; 'and not 
in axe plainnels, fimplicity, / and power of the 
Goſpel, bur mixed with ſelf-wiſlom, and ex- 
cellency of ſpeech ; and as heretofore, fo ir is tg 
be feared, thar ſelf gets ground here, to the 
ſpoiling of the Goſpel; and of Souls too ; and 
greatly: it concerns-both Preachers and Hearers 
to look abour themſelyes in this marrer, and ro 
know, that excelency if fþ ech, which mans wiſe 
dm teacheth, ſuite tit. with Chriſt's s Goſpel, 
nor the good of Souls ; unleſs it be to corrupt 
from the ſimplicity of 'the Goſpel, 2 Cor. r1. 3. 
and fo to ſpoil Souls,” Col. 2. 8. of which it be- 
hoves all to beware, and this was it the Apoſtle 
kepr art a diftance from, as 1 Cor. 1.17. & 2: 
1, 4, 5. do declare, with the reaſons thereof, 
which are very we Poſs as you may read and 
ponder. for your profit 
'.. 4. Self is the Pender, when Contetitions 
and Diviſions is the- Deſign thereof, ſetLþroti, 
ſelf-pride, and ſelf-will,' Rom. 16. 17, rs: UTP 
fore mark ſuch, for they ſerve not the Lord Fifi, 
but their own belly : and by good words, and fait 
ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſim es rdi- 
narily it's ſelf-pride ,'thar promores reitions 
and Diviſions, Prov.'13. 10. Only by  eienr c0- 
meth contentions : If proud ſelf be rhe Preacher, 
ir's much if Contentions be not ſome arr of the 
Doctrine. " 
I 
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Bur before I proceed any further it will be 
neceffary ro anſwer one great Queſtion, that 
may ariſe abour this matter. 

Queſt. Is it nor lawful for Chriſtians to ſeek 
their own ſpiritual and erernal good , in the 
Goſpel-way of Religion, is this to leek our ſelves, 
and muſt we deny ourlelves wholly in rhis mat- 
ter? And is it not lawful for Chrift's Minitters 
ro receive of rhe People for their worldly ſub- 
fiſting, as a juſt Right by divine Ordinance , 
bur muſt this be preaching for ſelf-profir ? 

- Anſw. The Queſtion being of rwo diſtin} 
parts, relating ro rwo Caſes, I ſhall anſwer them 
diſtinctly. | - 

' 1. Ir is lawful, and a Duty for Chriſtians, to 
have reſpect to themſelves in their following 
of Chritt ; thar is, rheir ſpiritual welfare, but 
not in any of rhe Caſes before-mentioned, : nor 
to ſeek fiethly (elf, worldly ſelf, proud, oppret- 
ſing,” and ſinful ſelf ; rhis mult be denied,.it's 
contrary to the Grace and Spirit of the Goſpel 
to ſeek this felf, bur to ſeek our own ſalvation in 
following of Chritt, is ſurable to the Goſpel and 
Wil of God therein, and is. the great Dury. 
ahd Concern of all Men, eſpecially of all Chr 
{tians, to feek God and Chrilt, and therein to 
ſeek Grace and Glory, is the great Concern of | 
us all, Rom. 2.7. Heb. 11. 6. . Agd this ſelf will 
pever do ; bur ir's Self-denial that rightly thus 
leeks, becauſe ſelf is in all the parts thereof di- 

ly oppoſite to this way of ſeeking 3 _— 
race 
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Grace and Glory muſt be ſought in tae loſs of 
what ſelf loves, and will preſerve, if it be nor 
denied. 

2. To the ſecond part of the Queſtion, Mi- 
nifters may lawfully receive of the Church (re- 
lative ro their Work and Miniitery) what the 
Church doth freely allor rhem ; ir's one thing 


to be a Preacher . for profit and worldly advan- 
rage, and another thing, to receive what 1s free», 
ly given, and thar by the Church as a jutt, 
Right ; this is ſo apparently plain in the Galpel 


Law of Grace, as cannor be eyaded , 1 Cor. 9. 
4, tQ 14. Gal. 6.6, And indeed, come within 
= univerſal Rule, borh of Law, Prophers, Go- 

|, and Reaſon. roo, Mat. 7. t2. Whatſoever 


- world that” men arp do to you,” do ye even' 


ſo to them : for t 


phets. 


Objet. Yer Paul faith, that he uſed not this 


is the Law, and the Pro--. 


"Tock and that his hands miniftred to his Ne- 


cefliries. 
Arſh v. True : Yet two things are conſidera 
ble in this matter : 
* 1. The Apoſtle did receive of others, though 


not of the Church of Corinth, 2 Cor. 11. 8. I. 


robbed other Churches, taking. wages of them, to 
do yol ſervice : So that he did receive of other 
. Churches, though not of them', for ends beſt 
known to himſelf, Phil. 4. 15, 


2, The 


- 
> 
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2. The Apoſtle being called ro the Miniltry, 
reckons his workings with his hands, amiong 
(and as a part cf ) bis Sufferings ; and ihar 
ewice, at leatt, 1 Cor. 4. 12. he placeth ir in the 
midſt of his Sutferinys, And chap. 9. 12. Ne- 
vertheleſs we have nit ſed this power, but have 
ſuffered all :nings : char is, bad not ned his pow- 
et in the Goſpel, fo claim his Goſpel Righc (in 
this matter) by d;yitne Ordinance, but | ſuffered 
in their Non-performance thereof. ' And thus 
Self-denial preaches nor for profit, or worldly 
advantage 3 yet it lawfully receives (eſpecially 
in caſe of need) what is juſt, according ta Go- 
po Right ; not by force , bur by voluntary 

; 
' 5. Self, as it makes bad work bore, in all the 
caſes mentioned, ſo ir maketh B44 work for 
hereafter 3 > for the' cnd muſt be deſtruction, Hof. 
13. 9. O Iſrael thou ha#t deſtroyed thy ſelf. And 
the wages of fin is death, Rom. 6. 23. Tf ye live 
after the fleſh», 36 ſoa! die, Rom. 8. 13: O wo- 
fal fleſh that is fo bad, and fo mad, as to de- 
troy irſelf 1 What will you, to pleaſe ! felf, ler ir 
rule you ro your own ruin ! Will you dance af- 
ter'ſelf”s Pipe, till you dante inro hell! Men 
thar will not” deny ' themiſelyes for Chriſt, for 
Grace, for Glory, have already judged rhem- 
ſelyes unworthy of everlaſting, life,” Acts 13. 46. 
And ſo treaſure ap for themſetors mrath, againit' 
the day of wrath; Rom: 2. 4, 5. Wicked {elfh 
Men ſhall com Somplain upon. rhemſelves, in the 


Judg- 
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Judgment, P/al. 64. 6. Their own tongues ſhall 
fall on themſelves, and confeſs that it's jutt, that 
rhey who will have none of Chriſt here on his 
own holy honourable rerms, ſhould have none 
of him hereatrer, bur be for ever {eparated from 
his Grace and Glory. 

2. Uſe is of Exhorrartion, to this great Duty 
{and Concern of Chriſtians) of Self-denial, if it 
be ſo, that it..1s ſo 1adiſp2nſably neceſſary to a 
right following of Chritt, (as indeed it is} and 
thar the want thereof makerh ſuch woful work 
in rhe World, and among; Profeſſors, as it doth, 
and rhat both hereand hereafter, O how do it 
taen concern every one of us all, to look abour 
our ſelves in this matter, it is as much as our 
Lives and Souls are worth. Our Eternity de- 
pends uponirt: O donot neglect ſo great a Con- 
cern, let not. ſelf gule you any longer, fay nor, 
there is a Lion. in the way 3 let no ſuppoſed Dit- 
hculties preyent yau in this ſo neceſfary a: Con- 
cern, hearken nor to-ſelf any longer ; ler nor ſelf 
delude you ro. your eternal ruin 3 bur hearken 
ro the Voice of the Lord, who beſt knows whar 


1s good for you 5 and hearken not to your own 


corrupt, ſinful, and. deceirful hearrs 3; who are, 


deceitful above -all things, and deſperately wicked, 
and wilful, Fer. 17.,9. Let the Prophane be 
hereby warned, and exhorted to. take.beed, and 


beware of ſelf, that ir rule you not any longer ;. 


let not ſelf ſay any.more.to. God, Depart from 
re, we deſire nat the knowledge of thy ways, Job 21. 
14. 
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14. Let not Self deceive you any longer, in 
perſuading you that God is become like your 
lelves, allowing you in your {ſelfiſh and fteilly 
walks, like thoie P/aim 50. 16-—23. 20; no, 
bur know that if you reſolve to perfitt {till in 
your ſeliſh, fic{hly, finful ways, thar word which 
follows Verle 22, belongs to your moſt ſcrious 
and deep conſiderations, Now conſider this, ye 
that forget God, left I tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver. This will be the end thar 
Self will bring you to. 

2. Ler Profeſſors be hereby exhorted and 
warned to rake heed and beware of Self, and 
to prize and to preſs after this new Covenant 
Golpel-grace of Self-denial more ; O watch 
Self, and beware of Self, and know that Self, 
if it rule you, is the ſame in Profeſſors, as Pro- 
phane : and truly if I am not miſtaken (as I 
tear I am not) profeſt Chriſtians are almoſt as 
far from Self-denial, as the Prophane 3 elle 
what means the luke-warmneſs in Religion, the 
loſs of firlt Love, the ruling of unruly Luſts 
and Paſſions, the | Tnnai'ur 46s 4 rhe Back-birings, 
the Whiſperings, the evil Speakings, the love of 
this preſent World, the Oppreſſion and Pride, 
with other like Enormities, ſo much appear- 
ing among profefling People, and that openly 
to be ſeen and read, and not by ſecrer ſearch, 
that I fear that very many Profeffors may rru- 
ly ſay, as Prov. 5. 12, 13, 14. How have I ha- 
ted inſtrution, and my heart deſpiſed reproof, and 


have 
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have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor in- 
clined mine heart to them that inſtrufted me ; I 
was almost in all evil, in the mid of the con- 
gregation and aſſembly. O theretore look about 
yourlely es in time , and let nor Self deceive you 
any longer, James 1. 22. But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
ſelves. 

To prevail, both with the Profane and Profel- 
ſors,in this marter, I ſhall endeavour to prelent be- 
fore you, ſome turther convincing Arguments, to 
work you t0 it, rhough this wicked Self, being 
ſo wiliul a Bedlam tha: I almot{t deſpare of 
convincing of you ; and in whar I ſhall further 
ſpeak in this matter, ir can be bur the ſubitance 
of _—_ hath been already ſaid : 

It's the will of God and Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, thar you ſhould deny yourlelves ; and 
therefore ir mutt be ſo, there is no remedy, it's 
the Decree of Heaven ; the word is gone forth, 
and it mult ſtand, all the power both of Earth 
and Hell, of Devils and Men, cannor reverſe 
it, bur in peril of Damnation 3; 'ris as the Law 
of the Meades and Perſians which cannor be 
altered 3 No, no, to ſpeak with reverence, God 
himſelf carincr alter ir, becauſe he harh ſaid ir, 


and cannor 1ic, not in reſpect of his power, but 
in reſp. of his trath ; therefore it muſt ſtand 
as an irrevoi.': Derree, thar unleſs you de- 


ny, ths wicked, provid, and finful Self, you 
canior be the D:ilcihles of Chriſt, and fo you 
cannot 
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cannot obtain the Life and Glory of the Go- 
ſpel prepared for, and promiſed ro thoſe who 
for his ſake deny themſelves and follow him, 
Mar. 8. 34, 35- and 1o. 29, 30. 

2. And as the cauſe of this unalterable De- 
cree, Self mutt be denied, becauſe ir's direct- 
ly oppotize ro God and Chrift in the glorious 
deſign of rhe Goſpel, Self is (and ever was) a Re- 
bel ro Chriſt and the Goſpel ; Self is at enmiry 
with God in the way of the Goſpel, and wil 
none of him, it bids him depart, zt will none of 
the knowledge of hu ways. Ir faith, There is no 
hope, but ive will walk after our own imaginations. 
Self oppoteth the Law of Chriſt, and wiſhes 
there were no ſuch Law ; Self faith , as Pl. 3. 
3. Let us break, their bands aſunder, and caft a- 
way their cords from us: And that, not only in 
the Prophane , bur in rhe Profeffors too, fo 
far as Self rules in them : Meer with Trofefſors 
in reproof of their telfiſh Luſts, as pride, cove- 
rouſneſs, oppreflion, &©c. how will they plead 
for ir, reſolving to perfilt therein, wharever 


| God or Man faith to the contrary ; and there- 


fore it's no marvel that Self muſt be deni- 
ed. 

3. Self muſt be denied becauſe ir is unneigh- 
bourly and unlovely, it's a great ſelF-lover, it 
loves none bur itſelf, or if any, ir is for ſelfiſh 
ends, if that be anſ{wer'd, the love is over, and 
hence ir comes to pals, that Self*s loye as tt is 
{oon in, ſo'it is ſoon our ; Brute like, love, and 

lick, 
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!ick, and faune, and immediarely gore each 0- 
ther. I heartily wiſh there were not ſo much 
of this among Profeffors ; Q this brutiſh ſelfiſh 
love rhar proves ſo deltructive to the Qwners 
thereof | Ir's that is forerold in Scripture, that 
in the laſt times, Men in a form of Godlineſs 
would be lovers of their ownſelves. Self is ve- 
1y unneighbourly, it loves none bur itſelf, it's 
like rhe Priett and the Levite we read of Luke 
10.30,31,32. that paſſed by and ſhewed no pitty 3 
but the good Samaritan ſhewed pirry, and was 
the rrue Neighbour, verſe 34, 35- Self-denial 
carrieth in ir the bowels of Pitty and Compal(- 
fion , bur Selt is a ſelf-lover, it loves neither 
God nor Man aright, and therefore muſt be 
den ied. 

4. Self muit be denied, not only becauſe 
irs unlovely and unneighbourly, bur becauſe ir 
is proud, cruel, wiltul, and mercileſs ; It exalts 
irſelf, and ſeeks irs own will in every thing ; 
Self will opprels for (elf-advantage, it will op- 
preſs and perſecute the Poor ; Self is pitrileſs, it 
cares not who ſuffers ſo itlelf goes free, who 
loſes, ſo itſelf gains, who goes down fo itſelf 
goes up. It may be truly faid of Self, as it's 
iaid of Jealoutie, Song 8.6. Fealouſie is cruel (or 
hard) as th? grave, that receives all ; fo Self is 
as the Grave, that is, never farisfied, 'have no 
pitty, no mercy , and therefore mercileſs, pirti- 
- Tefs, feliſh Men, mult have Fudgment without 
Mercy, James 2. 13. O how manyare there 

in 
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in the World can*do ſuch actions in Selt*s op- 
porruniry, ' as before;- if they ſhould: haye been - 
rold. of ir,” would have been ready to-fay 'as Ha- 
zael, '2 Kings 8. 13:-Am I a dog, that T ſhould do 
this great thing. The Prophet rells him, he ſhould 
have the opportunity 'for cruel Self ro-work that 
great wickedneſs, The Lord hath ſhewed me that 
thou ſhalt be king over Syria. While: the oppor- 
tunity for Self ro:work and fhew itſelf is want- 


 ing,:\(or in a good fir) how would ſome perſons 


be.ready to fay, 'AnTa Dog, that I ſhould per- 
ſecute the” Followers-of the Lamb 2 Am I a 
Dog, that I ſhould be proud, and :covertous, 
and opprefling, and mercileſs 2 bur when rhe 
opportunity 'for Self ro work is come, all is 
forgotten as it was with Hazael. 

5. Self is a Fool, and thereſore muſt be de- 
nied ; it's not only unneighbourly and unmer- 
ciful, but ignorant and a Fool in the grear 
things of the Goſpel ; this is a certain truth, 
that the wiſeſt Self in'the World, is but a Fool 
in things of Goſpel-concern, relating tothe Life 
and'World ro come. 

1. Self is a Fool, and do not, will not un- 
derſtand the Miſtery of the Goſpel, and the 
Way of Life therein revealed , Prov. 15. 24. 
The way of life is above to the wif: , that he may 
depart from hell beneath. We may lay truly of 
Self, as Pi. 10. 5. His mtays ars all ways grie- 
vous,” the judgments are far above out of his fight. 
Eph. 4. 17,18, 19. This T ſay therefore, and te- 
Rifie in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not in 
| E 


7 
the 
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#he vanity of your minds, (3... in the vanity of 
Self's mirid) having the underſtanding | darkened, 
being alienated. from the life of: God, through the 
ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blindnefi 
of their hearts. O Selt. is wonderful blind, and 
wilfully blind and fooliſh; ir do nor, nor will 
not underttand the Way of the Lord, it's a 


Scranger to the Goſpet-hte of God, prepared | 


for, and promiled,. and given too Selt-denying 
Chriſtians: rhar Self is_ ſuch a bliad Fool, in 
the things of: Goſpek-grace-and Life, fee Luky 
19. 42, | The wileſt Self in the World, in 
Self *'s wiſdom, do not, cannot ſo underſtand 
che "things of Goſpel-life, as. ro follow Chrift 
therein. ; Fer. 8. 6. is a Deſcription .of heir 
hardneſs of heart, and: impenirencie under all 
the means of reforming that God graciouſly. of- 
forded:them, No man repented of his. wickednef 
faying , What have I done 2 », 7. 1s the reaſon 
thereof, under all their; reachings, They knew 
mot the P_—_ of the Lord. More ignorant 
than the: Stork, and the Turtle, and the Crane, 
as in the ſame Verſe : Yer. v, 8. How do ye ſay 
we are wiſe , and the lam of the Lord is with 
4s. Ignorant of the Way and Judgment of the 
Lord, yer wiſe in their own- conceit :: and ſuch 
is the folly of Self's conceited wiſdom, that rhe 
wiſe Man faith, Prov. 26. 12: See thou a man 
wiſe in his own conceit ? there #5 more hope af. a 
Fool then of him. Self may have the Law, and 
Word of the Goſpel, and think itſelf wiſe, and 
yet be buta Fool, and ignorant herein, for the 

Goſpel 
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Goſpel is Wiſdom in a Miſtery, 1 Cor. 2. 6, 7, 
8. A Miſtery opened and made manifeſt, yer 
ſach is the blindneſs of Self, that ir underſtands 
ir not ; for Self is not only a Fool, bur a wilful 
Fool, it will nor underſtand, Pal. 82, 5. They 
knew not, neither will they underſtand. For, 

1. Self will have its own will and luſts, what- 


| ever the Life and the Truth \aith ro the contra- 


ry, Self is till the fame ; Fer. 18. when the 
Lord threatens his Judgments Verſe 11, and 
named them, to turn every one from his evil way, 
Verſe 12, Self anſwers, There is no hope, but we 
will walk after our own devices, and will every 
one do the imagination of his evil heart. Self is 
the ſame {till, where it rules, it will not come 
ro Chriſt on the holy and honourable terms of 
the Goſpel, Fohn 5. 40. And ye will not come to 
me that ye might have life. Thus it appears 
thar Self is nor only a Fool, bur a wilful Fool in 
forſaking his own Mercy, Prov. 1. 22, 25. 

2. And further to diſcoyer Selt's folly, he 
makes a wrong choice, juſt like Children and 
Fools, yea like Brutes ; Self looks only to pre- 
ſent things, and chuſerh thar, whar ir beſt likes, 
that it chuſerh, ſome the profits, ſome the ho- 
nours, pleaſures, and pride of this preſent Life, 
and ſome the filthy lutts of Self's fleſhly mind, 
and rhar ir will have, though in the loſs of the 
eternal Good ; Self always chuſeth the worſt 
parr, the preſent pleaſing things to the fleſh ; it 
looks nor to Eternity, ſo as * walk in the my, 
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of Self-denial' rhat leads thereunto. Such is 
the folly of Sclf, that ir looſeth the eternal In- 
herirance, becauſc ir likes not the way to it, it 
apprehends it to be to ſtrict and to holy, bur ir 
likes its own ways and lufts, the broad way of 
pleaſing Self, and there ir reſolves tro walk, 
though ro his own deſtruction. O 1s it not a 
fooliſh thing, that Men may come to Chriſt and 
have life, be holy here, and happy hereafter, and 
will nor ? 

Certainly ſuch fooliſh Perſons ſhall one day 
confeſs their folly when ir is roo late 3 when 
Self ſhall be-fool irſelf, 5[.5.3. to 9. then ſhall 
Self, Repenting and groaning for anguiſh of fpi- 
rit, fay rnthin themſelves, This was he whom 'we 
ſometimes had in derifion and a proverb of re- 
proach ; we fools counted his life madneſs, and his 
end to be without honour 3 how is he numbered a- 
mong the children of God, and his lot among the 
faints, therefore have we erred from the way of 
truth, and'the light of righteouſneſs roſe not upon 
u ; we wearied ourſelves in the way of wicked- 
neſi and deſtrution : What hath pride profited 
us ? or what good hath riches with our vauntin 
brought us ? Now Self's language is to thoſe 
rhar deny Self, and follow Chriſt, Ye Fools ; 
but it then will be, We Fools : Self ſhall rhen 
confeſs its own folly and madneſs ; and this a- 
greeth with that which is canonical, Pl. 64. 8. 
So they ſhall make their own tongues to fall upon 

themſelves ; all that ſee them ſhall flee away 3 _ 
ls 
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this is the Worm that ſhall never die, and the 
Fire that never ſhall be guenched, 1la.66. 24. O 
the remembrance of the old folly and madneſs, 
in chooſing Self*s pleaſures, luſlts, and will, in 
the neglect and loſs of the beit and erernal 
Good, will be the eternal Worm and Fire in 
Self's conſcience, that ſhall never end : O be 
wile therefore in time, and rake rhar counſel be- 

fore it is too late, P/al.2. 10,11,12. I/a.55-6,7. 
And ler ſuch as have denied rhemlelves, and 
are entered on the Goſpel-way of following 
Chriſt, remember , 1. Thar they have Self re- 
mains in them ſtill, and rhat Self is Self, and a 
Fool ſtill, and will be-fool them ar laſt, if they 
look nor well to it ; this Self prevailing it was 
thar had almoſt over-turn'd the Propher, Pl. 7 3: 
2. But as for me, #y feet were almoſt gone, my 
ſteps had well nigh flipt, &c. v. 22. So fooliſh 
was I and ignorant, I was a beaft before thee. 
gelf had almoſt gone beyond i'm, and made 
him a Foul, an ignorant and a Bea't, Self look- 
ing at the preſent proſperiry of the T/icked, 
and. its own afflicted ftate, began to diſlike, 
and to envy the. Wicked ; Self looked art pre- 
{ent things, like Fools and Brutes, and had al- 
molt overcome the Prophet. Ir often proyes 
the caſe of the profeſt Followers of Chriſt if 
they look not to it, Self will be roo hard for 
them, it will be looking after preſent profits, fo 
as to fool them there, preſent luſts and pleaſures, 
as to fool them there, or preſent eaſc and idle- 
E 3 nels 
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neſs in ſervice, or preſent liberty from the re- 
proach of the Crols, ſo as to be-fool them there z 
ſo that it behoves all Chriſtians to know that 
they have to do with Self ſtill, and ro watch 
over it, leſt it prove too hard for them, for ma- 
tiy have in the way faln down wounded by ir, 
1 7im.1.19. 2 Pet. 2.18. And therefore it con- 
'cerns all ro look well to themſelves in this mar- 
ter, Heb. 3. 12,13. 

' 6. Self muſt be denied, not only becauſe ir 
is unlovely, unmerciful, and a Fool, bur becauſe 
it is a Bedlam, when croſt, it fills with fury, ir 
makes Men even as mad, and (rationally) nor 
rhemſelves. This wicked Bedlam-ſelf ir 1s, thar 
fills the World with madneſs, quarrellings, 
brawlings, fightings, murders, and all kind of 


contentious madneſs. 'Thar fills Families with | 


contentions and braulings, and ſo becomes a 
plague and vexation to itſelf ; rhar fills Religt- 
on (which in itfelf ftands in Unity) with con» 
tentions and unchriftian oppoſitions and quar- 
rellings : woful experience proves the truth 
hereof, nor only the Prophane, but Profeſſors 
too, are too much intoxicated with the madneſs 
of Bedlam-ſelf in theſe things, and therefore it 
greatly needs to be denied. 

7. Self is filrhy and prophane, and therefore 
ir muſt be denied in the Followers of Chriſt, 
the defign of God in the Goſpel was and is for 
Holineſs, and a holy Conformity ro his Will, 
to work us into the Image of his Son, ro make 

us 
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us holy here, rhat we might be bappy hereaft- 
rer, for qwwithous holineſſ no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. And this filthy Self will not ſubmit un- 
to, bur- will be filthy and unholy till, and rhere- 
fore no marvel thar it muſt be denied. 

8. Self muſt be denied, becauſe ar the beſt 
(and in its beſt dreſs) it is but a Hypocrite or a 
Formaliſt: 1. Ir is a Hypocrite and deceit- 
ful, ir will deceive you one way or other, if you 
look not to it, Either 1. with the filthinels of 
fin : Heb. 3. 13. Exhort one another daily, left 
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
ſn, O there is a deceitfulneſs in finful Self, 
that will harden and deceive you, if you look 
not to ir. I fear many Profeſſors are too much 
under irs bardenings, and are inlenſible there- 


| of, by reaſon of its deceirfulneſs, or pride in 


ſervice, or to be ſeen of Men, or to cloak itſelf 
under a Profeſſion, and fo is bur a Hypocrite 
and Selt-deceiver. 

Or 2. and at beſt, if ir prove not a down- 
right Hypocrite, yer it will be but a Formaliſt 
in Religion, for I diſtinguiſh berween a down- 
right Hypocrite and a Formaliſt ;*and likewiſe 
I diſtinguiſh Formaliſts into rwo ſorts, and nei- 
ther of them is a down-right Hypocrie ; the 
firſt are ſuch as have a form of Godlineſs, bur 
deny the power thereof ; and theſe are nor pro- 
perly Hypocrires, but prophane Formaliſts, for 
they ourwardly appear what they are, Tr. 1. 
16. 2 Tim. 3. 5. The ſecond ortare ſuch as 
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have rhe form of Godlinefs wirhour the (power; 
or'in'a grear meaſure without rhe power, ſuch 
as the fooliſh Virgins that /had Lamps without 
Oyl ; and theſe are nor 'Hypocrires, the- Hy- 
pocrires detign is Hypocrifie, and knowerh- (or 
might know) himſelf 1o ro be, if not-wonder- 
fully hardened and blinded by Self ; bur rhis 
ſort of Formalitts go on-in the form' of Religi- 
on, at a dead and fluggith rare, like thoſe, Rev. 
3. 1.'4a name to live and' yet' # dead, and think 
all is well; as v. 17. with-whom it will be 'ber- 
rer than' with the Hypocrite, or. the prophane 
Formaliſt, bur all comes from Self, he ir is that 
doth the miſchief, yea, in the beſt Formaliſt, 
for Self is a Sluggard, and will take no pains ; 
Self/ is a: Sluggard in divine Things, he hath 
no love to divine Work, bur is quickly weary 
of 'it, he comes ſlowly to it, and is weary of 
it when come ; he keeps nor up the Watch and 
War, bur needs to be watched daily and hour- 
ly ; Self either creates doubts and difficulties, as 
Prov.22. 1 3. The ſloathful man ſaith, There x a 
lon without, T ſhall be ſlain in the ſtreets; or 
if he break through and obtain the mercy, 
fluggiſh Self improves it not, but looſeth rhe 
advantage for want of improvement, Prov. 12. 
27. The fleathful man roaſteth not that which he 
took in hunting. 'O Friends, if ever you ex- 
{pect ro anſwer that Exhortation, Rom. 12.. 11. 
Not to be ſloathful in buſineſs, but fervent in ſþi- 
rit, ſerving the Lord. And Heb. 6. 12, That 


” 


Ip 4 


OPT IR Eng olga” gener rw mw = ww Ss TT :. WW” FP 7 vn »S WW + =” 


DH ” T7 | 


The Dottrine of Self Denial. 65 


Je be not ſloathful, -but followers of them, who 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 
You mutt then deny Self ; you will tind Self 
hor and forward abour its own concerns, but 
cold, heartleſs, and ſluggiſh about divine Things, 
and this ſluggiſhnels of Self uſhers in Formalli- 

ty. 
' 9. Self holds confederacie with the greateſt 
Adverlary of Mankind ; that is , the Devil. 
Though Self ſeems rq ttartle ar, and ro be afraid 
of him, yer the rrurh is, it holds union and 
confederacy with him, and cgngratulares him 
in all his deſigns: John 8. 444 Tou are of your 
father the deed, and the luſts of your father ye 
will do. Sin is the Devil's work, and that Self 
loves and will do : And the Devil knows the 
tempers of ſelfiſh Men, and ſuirs his remprarions 
accordingly ; if it be filrhineſs and debauchery 
rhar Self inclines too, he will help it on by in- 
ſtigarions, provocations, occaſions, and the like 3 
if it be pride thar Self is inclined ro, he will 
be with you in it; 'tis his nature, he will 
prompr you to it, and harden you in it, and 
that againſt all reproofs to the contrary ; he 
knows that all proud Perſons (whatever their 
Profeflion be ) are ſure ro him while he can 
retain them there : Thar Exhorration of the 
Apoſtle to the Church, touching ſuch as are to 
be called ro the Miniftry, is nor in vain, 1 Tim. 
3. 6. Not a novis, left being lifted up with pride, 
be fall into the condemnation of the devil. Clear- 
| ly 
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ly implying, that pride is the ready way tro 
throw us into the Devil's Condemnation. If ir 
be Covetouſnels, and Worldly-mindedneſs thar 
ſelf is molt inclin'd unto, there he is for you, 
ro help it on, and prompt you to it ; for he de- 
ſigns to prevent you, if poilible he can, of your 
part of Glory in the World ro come, he will 
help you ro ger this World ; for he knows you 
are never the berter, nor nearer, bur the further 
of from the Life, and World to come ; I am 
perſwaded he ſtudics, Mat. 19. 23, 24. more 
than all the rich Men in the World, who are to 
deeply concerned therein, he knows the danger 
of Riches, and therefore he acts ſuitably there- 
unto. I never yet mer with that rich Man, 
that from that dreadful Word, did ſo much as 
conſider rhe Matter, or doubr, or dread the dan- 
ger 3 bur ftill craves for more, more of the 
World ſtill : And the Devil that knows the dan- 
ger, will help ir on, and encourage (and thar 
roo) by indirect ways to obtain ir. And this 
Self is ready for, forgetting that dreadful word, 
I Tim. 6. 9,10. If he durlt adventure ro rempr 
Chriſt himſelf in this matter, Mat. 4. 8, 9. We 
may fafely conclude, that he will nor ſpare, 
where is ſo futable Matter as Self ro work up- 
on, if ir be Selt-eaſe, or ſparing Self in Service, 
or Suffering , there he is ready to fall in, as in 
the caſe of Chriſt's ſuffering for us. Peter ſaith, 
Far be it from thee : Chriſt ſaith, Get thee behind 
me Satan, (there was Satan at work, though 
E Peter 
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Peter was real to have Chriſt ſpare Him- 
lelf). 

' 2. Thou ſavoureſt not the things that are of God, 
but the things that are of men.W here note;that Sa- 
ran and Man falls into conjunction in one and the 
fame deſign ; yea, ſometimes Satan and good 
Men, where Self preyails ; rherefore it greatly 
concerns us to look to Self, and ro keep up Selt- 
denia!, becaule ir is {0 ready to unite with Sa- 
tan, to Its own ruine, 

10. And to conclude this, it greatly concerns 
us all ro watch, and to deny Self ; becauſe as 
it is the cauſe of all the wickedneſs in the Worlas 
all the Filrhineſs and Abominarions, all the Pride 
and Oppreſflion, all rhe Rebellion and Diſobedi- 
ence againſt God, in Church, in State, in Fami- 
lies, &:. So likewile all the Plagues and Jndg- 
ments thar lights on the World, as the deſerved 
effects of fin, lieth ar Selt's door, God plaguerh 
Self with Self, and for Self ; yea, and all the 
Plagues and Judgments threatned, and fhall be 
inflicted in the World ro come, ſhall be for 
Self's fake, for Self's finning againſt the 
Lord. 

' What doyou now ſay to theſe things, Friends 
Will you nor yer be prevailed with ro deny Self, 
for all it's wickedneſs, deceit, and danger 2 Will 
you ſtill let Self bewitch you, that you will not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs > Will 
you ſtill be lull'd afleep in Selt's deceitful Cra- 
dle of Security, having fo bleſſed Means and 
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Opportunirics of eſcape ? If you fo reſolve, at 
your own peril de ir, and know, thar Self:de- 
ceit, Self-deitrution will be the moſt ſhameful, 
the molt amazing, and moſt dreadful in the 
end. When you come ro Hell, you muſt rhank 
your ſelves for your Milery, and be ſpeechleſs, 
and not have a word ro fay {or your telves, in 
way of 2xcule, Then your own tongues ſhall fall 
61 your {-loes, Plal. 64. 8. O conſider this, ye that 
now forget Gu, le:jt be tear you in pieces, when 
there s nene to d:{zver, Plal. 50. 22. Conſider 
this, ye that Learken ro Self, rather than ro rhe 
Foice of your Lord, and will keep up Self, and 
nouriſh up your ſelves therein, as to the day of 
ſlaughter. O, I beſeech you ro lay theſe things 
to hearr, and be not fo unwiſe, as to defiroy 
your felves. No, no, bur go home and ponder 
betrer about this matter, . wherher you be Pro- 
feſfors or Prophanc, and refolvE ro our Self for 
the time ro come : I fay, reſolve to deny Self, 
and ro follow Chriſt for time ro come, to fol- 
low him fully and fairhfully ; deny Self-caſe, 
Self-love, Self-wiſdom, and Self-will, Self-pro- 
fir, and Self-pride, and remember to deny fil- 
thy Self, and be purging out all filthineſ, both of 
fleſh and ſpirit, perfefting holineſi in the fear of 
Ged, 2 Cor. 7.1. Lay apart all filthineſ} and 
ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and receive with meek- 
neſs the ingrafted word of God, which ; able to 


fave your fouls, Jam. 1. 21. 
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Oknow thar fin isa filthy defiling thing, there- 
fore lay it apart, deny ir, yea, even in the moti- 
ons and luſts thereof, 4nd conſent nor thereunto. 
O go home and mourn our, proud ſelf-coverous, 
oppretiing, and filthy ſelf. O mourn that you 
have cauted the Poor to mourn ; and above all, 
you Profeffors that have ſuffered Self ro Rule 
you, (as have been ar that rate, with too many) 
to the diſhonour of God, and great reproach and 
ſcandal of Religion, if not your own eternal 
ruin : I ſay, out with this wicked Self, before it 
is roo late. And ler the poor learn to deny 
Self, ſelf-pride ; it openly appears they follow 
in the faſhionleſs, ſhameful Faſhions of the Times, 
to the utmoſt ; yea, and beyond their Abilities ; 
and yer are ready to condemn the Rich for 
their Pride, not being able fully ro follow them : 
I ſay, go home and mourn out this proud Self, 
and murmuring and repining Self, and learn 
to ſuit your Minds to your Abilities, and be 
content in your Condition, 1 Tim. 6. 8. Phil. 
4. 11. 

Bur above all, let profeſt Miniſters be exem- 
plary in this matter of Self-denial, ler them look 
to it, that they teach not the Exaltation of this 
wicked deſtroying Self, by Example, or by Dc- 
Ctrine, it's apparent, that among the multitude 
of profeſt Miniſters in the World, that Self in 
all its parts rules, and for the moſt part ſeems 
to be as great Strangers to Self-denial as any ſort 
of People. 
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And not only fo, bur cauſe there isto fear, thar 
Self rules roo much in thoſe who profeſs higher 
things. I ſay, it deeply concerns all ro look a- 
bour themlelyes in this matter, thar they reach 
npr Self-denial in Doctrine, and ler Self rule 
chem in Practice. O all ye that profeſs your 
ſelves ro be the Miniiters of Chriſt, ler nor Co» 

rouſneſs, Pride, and Worldly-mindedneſs rule 
con 3 ler nor Self-wiſdom, and Self-will rule 
You, ler nor your fintul Pafſions and Lufts rule 
Fyou ; but you thar profeſs to be Teachers of o- 
;thers, ſee that you reach your ſelyes ; elſe you 
"will come under that fin and guilt, the Apoltle 
charges on the Fewiſh Teachers, Rom. 2. 21. 
Thou that teacheft another, teacheft thou not thy 
ſelf. And remember and ponder well what the 
Scripture ſaith, is the Miniſters great Concern 
and great Dury in this matter, x Tim. 4. 12. 
Be thou an example of the bekrevers, in word, #n 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in pu- 
rity. And walk (o, as that you may be able ro 
ſay, as the Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 17. Brethren be fol 
lowers together of me : and mark, them who walk 
fo, as ye have us for an enſample. And 1 Cor. 11. 

1. Be ye followers of me, even as I alſo am of 
Chri#. And do nor think it enough to reach 
well, and live ill ; that will marr all, it will be 
as the dead Flie, in the Box of precious Oynr- 
menr, that will cauſe all to ſtink : therefore, I 
ſay, be exemplary in this Grace of Self-denial, 
preach down Self, and live down elf, that the 

People 
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The Dottine of Self-Denial. 7c 
People may be eonvinced that you are in good 
earneſt in this marrer, and that your real deſign 


3s to fave your ſelves, and them that here you, 


i Tim. 4. 16. And remember and be heedful, 
that you no more teach the People, a jultifying 
faving Faith without Works : No, bur ler them 
know, that God never intended, nor promiſed 
Juſtiticarion and Life ro ſuch a Faith, there is 
nao-Promiſe to a dead Faith ; let them know, thar 
Goſpel Faith and Works in unity, are the abſo- 
lure and indiſpenſible Terms and Condition of 
our Intereſt in Goſpel-Grace and Life, though 
nat the deſerving Cauſe, Mar. 16. 15, 16: Rev. 
22, 14. And let the People know, that a ſup- 
poſition of Intereſt in Juſtification, and Life on 
Faith alone, withour Works, is contrary to the 
Golpel, Roms. 2. 7. Fam. 2.24,26. and the ready 
way to nurſe, and nouriſh Self, which muſt be 
denied, without which we cannor be really the 
Diſciples of Chriſt ; and this may be one cauſe of 
that general Deaththar is upon Profeflors,having 
fuckr in fuch Doctrine, thar Faith only juſtifierh, 
and concluding that. they have thar Faith, ſup- 
poſe themſelves to be above all fear of miſcar- 
rying, (eſpecially that Doctrine of Impoſſibiliry 
of Falling from Grace, being united with ir ) 
gives way to fleſhly ſelf ſo far, thar by degrees: 
fome are ſunk ſo deep herein, as ſeems impoſſt- 
ble ro recover. And.likewiſe we have cauſe ro 
judge, rhar for the great and ruling prevalence 
of Self it is, thar God hath been fo long plead- - 
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ing with us in fo high a manner, though for all 
this, we ſeem ro be fo far from Self-examina- 
tion, ſo as to find our the cauſe, and ro turn to 
the Lord, thar ir's ro be feared, we are rather 
like King Ahbaz, 2 Chron. 28. 22. Who under his 


affiition treſpaſſed more againtt the Lord : and of | 


whom it 1s ſaid, Thx s that Abaz. I heartily 
defire-ir may nor be roo truly ſaid fo of us, rho' 
I greatly fear rhe contrary, the viſible 'appear- 
ances ſeems too openly ro proclaim the Truth 
hereof. 1 

I ſhall now come to anfwer' one great Que- 
ſtion abour this matter, -and fo I ſhall have 
done. 
Queſt. Self being ſo near us, as indeed it is 
a part of our ſelyes, ir being fo hard and dit- 
ficulr ro be denied, whar ſhould we do to ger 
the Victory over ir, fo as to deny it in all rhe 
wiles and workings ? 

Anſw. Ir's rrue, the work 1s the hardeſt Go-. 
ſpel-work we have to do in this World ; and I 
fear, leaſt thought on, and practiſed : Iris ro 
conquer ourſetyes, and that muſt needs be hard 
work. 

1. Therefore be poſſeſt in good earneſt with 
the badneſs thereof : I fear, Chriitians are not 
ſo ſenſible of irs badneſs as they ſhould be ; and; 
if you mils here, you will never learn this Lef- 
fon while you look ar ſelf in all {or in any of ) 
its workings, as your Friend, and plead for. ir, 
you will neyer yield to deny it ; and indeed 

here 
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here lierh the foundarion miſcarriage in this mar- 
ter ; therefore, if ever you would obtain rhe 
conquelt, ler the rrue and due ſence of the bad- 
neſs of ſelf, live daily upon your hearts inaf- 
much as it is a daily work for Chriſtians ; for 
' þ here lieth rhe beginning of all miſcarriage, Men 
; | do not look on ſelf and fin to be {o badas it is ; 
it's thar I have often ſaid, and now ſay ir again, 
if I could bur prevail with Chriſtians ro ſee ſelf 
and fin to be fo bad, ſo pernicious and dange- 
rous, as indeed it is,. I fhould then expect you 
would find the Work to go on with more eale. O . 
therefore, I ſay, ler not Self blind your eyes a- 
ny longer, and perſwade you thar there is not 
ſo much in the marter as is ſuggeſted, for cer- 
tainly there is more rather than leſs, when you 
really ſee the badnelſs thereof, then you will wil- 
lingly deny it 3 bur while you look upon it as 
your Boſome-friend, you will indulge ir, rtho' 

to your own deſtruction. | 
2. Be ſure you acquaint your ſelves with the 
knowledge of Self in all its workings at home, 
endeavour to find it our in your ſelyes, every 
one for himſelf, this is a common miſcarriage 
among Chriſtians, they can eſpy the workings 
of Self in others, bur are exceeding blind and 
partial ar home 3 therefore, if ever you expect 
to deny Self, you muſt know ir at home, and 
begin in your ſelyes, and be fſincere-and fevere 
in the matter, if yau ler Self flip undiſcerned, 
then it will be undenied, and fo you may un- 
do 
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do your ſelves. I am perſwaded if you would 
deal fairhfully in this marrer, much of Self*s bad 
work would be prevented, rhere would not be 
ſo many Self-preachers, nor Self-profeflors, fo 
much of Selt-luſts appearing in Profeſſors, as is 
ſo apparently to be teen ; and therefore I ſay a- 
gain, if ever you would arrive to any honoura- 
ble and faving degree of Self-denial, look well 
at home, find ir our in your ſelves ; for ſelf may 
look abroad, and eſpy faults in others, that it 
ſelf may be indulged at home. 

3. Keep up your Watch and War againſt Self, 
I fay, ftand upon your Watch, that ſo you may 
efpy it in its firſt morions, in irs wiles and work- 
ings of what kind ſoever, that ſo you be nor 
enſnared and captivated thereby, watch your 
hearts in this marter, that they deceive you not, 
that ſo you may eſpy it in the firſt motion, and 
cruſh it, before ir conquer you, Prov. 4. 23. Keep 
thy heart with all diligence : Or, above all keep- 

,Ings, keep your hearts. Of all Duries, this of 

keeping up the ſpiritual Warch and War. Chri- 
ſtians fail in, and are roo much ſtrangers ro 
Watch, and Watch and War, and be not Cow- 
ards not Sluiggards in this matrer of ſo great 
concern, 1 Cor. 16. 13. Watch ye, ſtand faft in 
the Faith, quit ye like men, be ſtrong. 

4. Do nor only watch, bur pray, look ro the 
Lord for his affiſtance in all, Mat. 26. 4.1. Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. | ſay, 
watch and pray, pray and believe no 
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from Heaven, and be in good earneſt in the 
matrer, God never did, nor never will fail in 
his affiſting Grace ro thoſe that truly defire ir, 
Pſal. 145. 19. He will fulfil the deſire of them 
that fear him, he will hear their cry and ſavethem. 
Great and precious are his Promiſes oh this ac- 
count, Foh. 15. 7. Mat. 21. 22. And all things 
whatſoever ye ſhall ack in prayer, believing, ye ſhall 
receive, if ye ash according to his will, 1 Joh. 5. 
14. And this 6 the confidente that ive have in 
him, that if wwe ach any thing accarding to bK 
will, he heareth us. And this is certain, it 1s his 
Will that we ſhould deny our ſelves, and there- 
fore we may with boldneſs and confidence ſeek . 
his afliltance, and be cerrain not to miſs of ir, 
the cauſe of our great mifling and failing, is in 
our ſelves, either in our nor ſeeking, or in the 
manner thereof ; that is, when we do nor ſeek 
the morrification of finful Luſts and Paſſions 
(the denial of our felyes, which is all one} with 
all our Hearts, and with all our Souls, as thoſe 
2Chron.1 5.12. on which is his promiling of hear- 
ing, Fer. 29.13. And ye ſhall ſeek for me, and 
find me, when ye ſhall ſeeh for me with all your 
bearts. Bur if you have a heart, and a heart, 
a divided heart in this martrer, (as I fear is roo 
common) ſometimes a Mind to have Self de- 
nied, and Sin ſubdued, and then pray a little for 
help ; bur either it's nor with the whole hearr, 
or bur a Fit, and Self and the Luſt is a freſh wi- 
dulged, and no maryel yu is nothing A ps” 
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ed, whilſt Self is ftill loved, and the heart thus 
divided, and it may be ſecretly chooſeth ra- 
ther to nurſe and cheriſh Self than deny ir, Hoſ 
10.2. Their heart is divided, now ſhall they be 
found faulty. God will find fault with ſuch di- 
vided double hearts, Fam. 1. 7, 8. Let not that 
man think he ſhall receive any thing of the Lord, 
(5. e. as an Anſwer of Prayer) a double minded 
man # unſtable in all his ways. 

5. Be conſtantly and fincerely exerciſed in 
the uſe of all the means the Lord hath left us for 
our help in this matrer, and as a preparative 
unto Glory, not only Watching, Warring, and 
Prayer, bur the uſe of all his Publick Ordinan- 
ces which the Lord hath left for our help in this, 
and every Goſpel Grace and Duty, that ſo we 
might learn to die daily ro Sin, Self, and the 
World, and to live to him, ro preſerve us thro 
all the Temprations of this Life, ro the Glory 
promiſed, A#.2: 42. Eph. 4. 11, 12,13. 1 Pet. 
2. 2. For the Lord will meet thoſe that rejoice and 
work righteouſneſs, that remember him in hs ways, 
Ifai. 64. 5- ,The neglect whereof is of dange- 
rous concern, Heb. 10. 23, to 27. Therefore, 1 
ſay, be nor negligent, ſluggiſh, nor formal only 
in this matter, but make Conſcience of every 
Dury, and have reſpect ro the whole Will of 
Chriſt, P/al. 119. 6. AF. 3. 22, 23. 

6. And in all, acquaint yourſelves more with 
the Goſpel Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus. . 
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1. With his bleſſed and glorious Defign here- 
in, which was by degrees, and in his time, to 
tranſlate us our of [and from) our felves, into 
the glorious Image of our blefſed Lord, ler this 
Truth dwell deep upon your hearts, that rhe 
Goſpel defign was (and 5s) to deliver us from 


our ſelves ; for I fear that Chriſtians do nor fo6 


ſeriouſly ponder this as they ſhould ; if they did, 
Self and rhe Old Man would nor live ſo much, 
and Chrift and the New Man fo little in them 
as ir doth, 1 Foh. 3. 3. He that hath thu hope in 
him, purifieth himſelf as he ts pure. 

2. Of the greatneſs of his Grace to you, in 
deſigning ſo glorious an end, in ſo wonderful a 
way, as by the Death and Life of his own one- 


ly Son. O this is wonderful Grace, did we live 


more in the Meditation rhereof, and exercifing 
of Faith therein, it would accompliſh wonder- 
fully in us, in order to our more effectual con- 
formiry to the Image of Chriſt, and perfeting 
in us, the Goſpel Grace of Self-denial, which 
cannot be obtained withour ir ; ſee and ponder, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. Eph. 3. 17, 18, 19. and remem- 
ber for your help herein, the wonderful Self-de- 
nial of Chriſt your Lord, for your ſakes, Rom. 15. 
3. 2 Cor. 8. 9. 4 
7. And finally, be ſure that you ger your 
Hearts well inſtructed in, and affected with the 
neceflity, excellency , and preciouſneſs of this 
Grace of Self-denial, which is ſo much ralked 
of, and fo little underſtood and practiſed. 
F 3 1. The 
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1. The neceſſity thereof, it's that which in 
the ſubſtance I have already ſhewed, it's thar 
without which you'cannot be the Diſciples of 

it, you cannot be eſpouſed to him, as your 
Head and Lord ; but felf will till be your 
Lord, and rule in, and oyer you, your ſelfiſh 
uſts will rule you ; nor may you expect New 
venant Relation to him, nor Salvation by 
him, - without Self-denial : ler this live upon 
our hearts, and it will be a grear help unto 
you in this matzer, never forget the abſolute ne- 
ceflity of this Grace and Work. 

2. Get, and keep your hearts well inſtructed 

and affected with rhe excellency, preciouſ- 
a CERES of Self-denial ; * 's true, 
It's thar which is unlovely and undeſirable to, 
Self, it's as a Chain to tie up Self in all its 
workings 3 3 yer in itſelf, and conſidering its 

excellent rendency and end, it is an excellent 

Goſpel, and Divine Grace, and very lovely 
and deſirable ro Srarious Goſpel-h irired Peo- 
le, and unlovely ro none but old ſinful Self: 
Boe of of which Excellencies I ſhall here endea- 
vour ro ſhew. 

x. Excellency of Self-denial is, in irs birth, 
It's of a noble birth, it's a heaven-born Vertue, 

gran faith, Foh. 3. 3- Except a man be born 
Tropa booe,, he cannot ſee the kingdom of heaven. 
And t his of Self-denial is one of the choiceſt 
p; the heavenly Birth, and ſo great a part 
thereof, as that without it, there is (nor can be) 
no 
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The Doctrine of Self Denial. 795 
no ſuch Birthar all; it'sa heayen-born,Chriſt-like 
Verrue, it dwelt perfectly in him, though he had 
no ſinful felfas we have, Foh.14.13. yer he had 
finleſs Self, and rhat he denied for our fakes, 
Rom. 15. 3. The moreof Self-denial you have, 
the more are you like your Lord ; and if you 
deſire to appear more in his likenels, they grow 
in this Grace, it's that the Scripture lers us 
know (as before I have ſhewed) that it was the 
deſign of God in his Goſpel Grace by Jeſus, ro 
get a People ro himſelf, made conformable ro 
the Image of his Son, '1 Cor. 15. 48, 49. 2 Cor: 
4. 10,11. And Self-denial will help you an in 
this matter, in all thoſe Divine Verryes before- 
menrioned, wherein you are ro follow Chriſt 
as your Partern ; it's a heaven-born Chriſt-like 
Verrue, which if rightly exerciſed , will cer- 
tainly iſſue in your conformiry rg him here, and 
enjoyment of him hexeafter. : | 

2. Selt-denial is a ſuffering, and long-ſuffer- 
ing Vertue, ic ſuffers and bears, and waits 
long ; Self will ſtartle at Difficulcies, ſuffering 
of Wrongs and Reproaches for the ſake of Chrilt, 
elpecially the long continuance of them, Self will 
ſuggeſt it impoible for fleſh and blood ta bear 
ir, which in irſelf is truth ; it's Self-denial that 
is the bearing, long-ſuffering Grace 3 we may 
fay of it, asthe Apoftle of Charity (which is not 
withour Self-denial)' 1 Cor. 13, 4, 7. It ſufferetb 
long, it beareth all things. It removes all ftum- 
bling Blocks our of the way that tends to Foe 
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Sinners from a right cloſing in with Chriſt, and 
following -of him, and withour it there can be 
neithet 3; Self-denial anſwers, and conquers all 
doubts that Self can make abour the marrter, 
as if I ſhould undertake to follow Chriſt, I muſt 
not only. Teaye all that is pleaſanr, Sins, Lufſts, 
ſinful Companions, Pleaſures, bur myſt expect 
ro meer with ſuch Reproaches, Perlecurions, 
and Difficulties, roo hard for fleſh and blood to 
bear, and this Self-love, Self-eaſe, Self-wiſdom, 
and Self-will, will not endure; bur Self-denial 
anſwers all, and reſolves all the Doubrs and 
Difficuilries through believing. O faith Self- 
denial, there is nothing roo much ro do, nor to 
hard ro ſuffer, - for the ſake of him that hath 
done and ſuffered ſo much for me ; he died 
that I might live, and he requireth nothing of 
me, but that which will rurn to Self-advanrage 
in the end ; and all the Sufferings of this Life, 
are bur light and momentary, compared with 
theerernal Sufferings, thar ſelf (if permitted) will 
draw upon itſelf, ſo thar Self-denial is a ſuffer- 
ing Vertue,, rakes off all Objections of ſelf, as 
what will .it profit a man to gain the whole world, 
and caft away. himſelf : Whar'will the World 
| do for thee > And what will thy Sins, ' Luſts, 
and Pleafures do for thee in the needful Day. 
O aith'Self-denial, is ir nora baſe and ſhameful 
_ thing, to prefer, baſe and ſhameful Luſts and 
Sins. before the Lord Jeſus, his Grace and Glory, 
ſach beutilkf and ſhameful things, thar even _ 
on 
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ſon itſelf, were ir rightly exerciſed, would ſhame 
Men our of. And tor the take of theſe brurith, 
irrational, and irreligious Luits, ro loote Self 
erernally. This faith Selt-denial ( which all 
ways work by faith and love} mult needs be 
an erernal ſhame. * 

2. Ir will likewiſe keep the way clear to pro- 
feſt Saints, for after they are entered into the 
way of Chriſt, Self will be ar work (till, eſpe- 
cially when Afﬀictions come. O faith Self, Spare 
thy Self, thy Body, thy Subſtance, Self will caſt 
in the greatneſs of the Difficulties in the way 3 
bur Selt-denial anſwers all, and carrieth through 
all, and makes to rejoice in all for the ſake of 
Chriſt. O faith Self-denial, I ar firlt owned 
Chriſt, and ſubmitred to the Goſpel on no other 
rerms ; bur to loſe and leave all for him, when 
called to it ; the lols of ll in following Chriſt, 
1s no new, and therefore muſt be no ſtrange 
thing ; it would be a fin anda ſhame indeed, to 
leave my dear Lord's Cauſe, in the Day of 
Tryal, I ſhall then pur him to open ſhame, as a 
Lord nor worth a ſuffering for ; and that muſt 
needs bring me 106 open ſhame in the end ; for 
my dear Lord hath ſaid, That wheſoever ſhall bs 
aſhamed of me, and of my words, of him ſhall the 
fon of man be aſhamed, when he ſha!l come in hs 
own glory, and in by Fathers, and of te holy an- 
gels. And that muſt needs be a ſhameful day, 
ro thoſe that are aſhamed and afraid ro own and 
cleave to the Lord here : Selt-denial is a bear- 
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ing, patient, long-ſuffering Vertue, and that both 
rowardsGod and Man. 

3. Excellency of Self-denial is, ir is a Soul- 
humbling Vertue ; Self [ as you have heard) is 
proud and infolent, ir will nor ſtoop either ro 
God or Man ; bur Self-denial is humble, and 
ſelf-abuſing. O faith Self-denial, what have I 
to be proud of ? If I look on my Body, it is a 
poor itinking Carkafe. I have much ado to 
keep it from ſtinking whiltt above ground, P/al. 
38. 5. and at laſtit mutt to the dutt, ro cover its 
nakedneſs and ftink. O what ſhould naked 
and ſtinking ſelf be praud of, why ſhould naked 
Self vaunt itſelf in proud Cloaths, when Cloaths 
are to cover our ſhame, when it looks on its own 
defilements, byr cafon of fin, then ir abhors-and 
loaths 1:{elf, Rom. 7. 24. when it takes a view 
of Goſpel Gifts and Grace (of which Self, if nor 
ſtrictly watched will be proud) Self-denial gers 
the victory, and maketh humble. O, faith Self- 
denial, What ha#t thou, that thou haft not recei- 
ved; and if thou didft receive it, why doft thou 
beat, as if thou had not received it. Ir faith, 
Thou ſtandeft by faith, be not high minded, but 
fear. Be humble, for the non-improving of 
what thou haſt received. Thus Self-denial is 
humble, and a humbling Vertue, it mourns in 
the ſence of the bad work that Self makes, and 
thar 'ofr-rimes where Self-denial dwells ; and 
thoſe who know it not, are ſtrangers to them- 
ſelyes, and to Self-denial likewiſe. 
| 4. Self- 
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4. Self-denial is a holy Vertue, and the 
truth is, there can be no Holineſs withour ir, 
that as God and Chriſt is holy, and calls us by 
the holy Goſpel, with a holy Calling, to Hoſt- 
neſs, Self-denial, falls in wonderfully with this 
defign of Holineſs, and denierh filthy finful Self 
in all the parts thereof ; ir's this filthy ſinful Self 
that hares Holineſs, and keeperh Souls from 
Chriſt, and is ſtill ar work in profeſt Saints, if 
not denied : Bur Self-denial ir is, that keeps it 
under, carrying on the defign of Holineſs, Pu- 
rifying from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, per- 
fefting holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 
And withour Self-denial there can be nothing 
done in this matter, though Self-denial do nor 
accompliſh all (or any of ) thoſe Excellencies by 
irfelf alone, bur Faith and Love, ſerring it on-. 
work, and working with ir, the work is done 
yer there can be no ſaving Faith withour ir, nor 
any Goſpel Love or Work rightly done without 
it, as Goſpel Grace teacherh, ſo Self-denial falls 
in, to deny all ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world, Tir. 2. 12. 

5. Excellency of Self-denial is, it tends very 
much to effect in us, that rare Goſpel Grace of 
Contenrtarion in all Eſtares, and Refignation to 
the will of God uTrevery condition, Ph:1. 4. 11. 
Self never learns this Leſſon, bur is in all E- 
ſtares diſcontent : I rhink I may fafely ſay, thar 
Self is rarely content in any Eſtate, if it be Self- 

honour 
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honour, and Self-rich in the World ; ſee Ahab 
a famous inſtance in this matter'; yer ſick for 
Naboth's Vineyard ; Haman was grieved, becauſe 
Mordecas bowed nor before him ; and Eccleſ. 5. 
10. He that loveth ſilver ſhall not be ſatsfied with 
filver, nor he that loveth abundance with increaſe. 
The more Men have, the more they crave ſtill, 
Self is reſtleſs and unſatisfied ; it is nor Crowns, 
nor Kingdoms, nor Honours, nor Riches, nor 
finfal Luſts and Pleaſures, can farisfie Self ; 
bur ir's {till for more, more, rill it loſes all, and 
icſelf roo. Bur Sclf-denial is content with God's 
allowance, be it little or much, Liberty or Pri- 
ſon, Life or Death , having foed and rayment , 
Self denial is content, r.T:im. 6. $. Self-denial 
being an undoubred Concomitant of Faith, Faith 
and Self-denial working rogether, looks ro, and 
believes the unſeen Glory promiſed, and ſo fills 
with Patience and Power, ro bear, ſuffer, and 
wair for it, and fo quiets the Mind in all E- 
ftares ; bur Self is very incredulons, it truly be- 
lieves not any thing, nor truly hopes for any 
thing, but what ir hath in prefent poſſefion, 
Self ralks bur little of Grace and Glory, it be- 
heves it not rightly, bu: fixcs on preſent things, 
it will have all preſent, and when it hath ob- 
rained it, it affurderh no content, the higheſt 
pitch of content thar Self reacheth roo is, when 
It has its preſent Lufts and Will 3 and when 
_ crolt therein, 'a forced and conſtrained content 3 
i fairb, Imuft be content, becauſe I cannot help 
It 3 
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ir; Which is indeed, no content ar all ; but a 
murmuring, repining, and difliking content 5 
bur Self-denial effects a holy quieting frame of 
Spirir, which keeps under unruly diſcontented 
Self, and ſubmits the Soul in quiernefs, and in 


| peace, to the Will of God, in 1luch Diſpenfari- 


ons as are- croſs and burdenſome to ſelf ; fo this 
is the excellency of this Grace of Selt-denial, it 
uſhers in that rare Jewel of Chriſtian Content 
in all Conditions, under all croſs Diſpenfarions 
to ſelf 3 and withour it, ir can neyer be ob- 
tained. 
' 6. Such is the power of Self-denial, through 
the Goſpel, (which x the power of God to ſalvation, 
Rom. 1.16.) Thar it binds ſelf in Chains, and 
keeps ir ſubject whilſt rightly exerciſed ; for 
this we do, (or ſhould) know, thart ſelf is ſo un- 
ruly, and untamed a Bed/am, that longer while 
than ir is kept in ſubjection by Self-denal, ir 
will make rude and bad work in Profeſfors, as 
in the Prophane ; and this is roo commonly 
known by woful experience, thar ſelf if it be 
crolt in irs will, (and nor denied) ir rages and 
fumes like a Bed/am ; bur when Self-denial rules, 
it binds and chains up this rude ſelf, and com- 
mands the Man to yield himfelf ro the Wiſdom 
and Will of God, whatever it be, if it be in 
crols and afflifting Diſpenſarions ; it faith as 
Fob i. 21, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath ta- 
ken away, bleſſed be "the name of the Lord. And 
it x the Lord, let him dv to me, as ſcemeth good 
unte 
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2nto him. Tf it be in apprehended wrongs from 
Men, in word or deed, felf ( if not looked to ) 
will prove a Bed/am ; bur Self-denial rakes ir 
off, and quiets the mind, and concludes, either 
I. Is there nor a cauſe ? Have I not ſinned a- 
yan the Lord ? And it may be the Lord hath 

idden him curſe, 2 Sam. 16. 10, 11. Wicked 
Men are ſomerimes permitted by God to curſe 
his People, it may be to reprove them of ſome 
curled Act or other they have done againſt God 
or Men, or both, Prov. 28. 27. The Grace of 
Selt-denial makes the beſt conſtruction and ap- 
plication of all rbings. 2. If there be no guilt 
in the matter, Self-denial is quier, and beareth 
patiently che wrong, concluding, that ſuch do 
themſelves the greareſt hurt, and that the curſe 
cauſeleſs ſhall not come, Prov, 26. 2. 

7. And as an effect hereof, Self-denial ( if 
embraced and rightly exerciſed) would regu- 
late and reform all the Abuſes and Wickedneſs 
'of ſelf in the World ; Self-denial would regu- 
lare and reform borh Courr, Ciry, and Coun- 
try, had it irs way and work, ir would reform 
and redreſs all the abuſes that proud, Toverous, 
 wilful, filthy Self, hath filled the World withal, 
'of all the filthy, whoring, drunken, ſwearing, 
finging, roaring, and damning fins, of rude and 
brutiſh ſelf, rhar ſo much now reigns, ro the 
'diſhonour of God, the ſcandal of Religion, un- 
doing of Souls, and involving the Nations un- 
der the Wrath and Judgments of God, Self-de- 
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nial would cure all, ir would work Wonders 
on this account, it would make things (ſeeming) 
otherwiſe hard and impoſſible, eafie and plea- 
ſant, deny ſelf, and the work would be done, 
Selt-denial would work Pride our of the hearr, 
and our of the habir, ir would effect thar Ex- 
hortation, 1 Tim. 2. 9. That women adorn them- 
ſelves in madeft apparel, with ſhamefac'dneſs, and 
ſobriety, 1. e. That which may ſhew forth Mo- 
deſty, and Humility ; bur where Self-denial 
cannot enter, ſelf will break all bounds in this 
matter ; and nothing leſs will farisfie proud ſelf, 
bur ro be in the. faſhion, rhough ir ſhew forth 
-nothing bur immodeſty and pride. 

Self - denial would reform Families of the 
rudeneſs and irreligious work that Self makes 
there ; it would make husbands love their wives, 
and not be bitter to them, Col. 3. 19. To dwell 
with them according to knowledge, giving honor 
to them as to the weaker veſſel, 1 Per. 3. 7. and 
the wives to reverence their hucbands, Eph. 5. 33. 
and to ſubmit to them as is fit in the Lord, Col. 
3.18. Bur for want of this, O the bad work 
that (roo often) Self makes in Families ; Self- 
denial would reform whar's amiſs in Churches, 
both in Minitters and Members, for ſelf-pride, 
ſelf-wiſdom, and ſelf-will, roo often rules roo 
much rhere, bur Self-denial wonld cure all. 

Self-denial would greatly help ro caſhier all 
ſelf-devices and invention in Religion, borh in 
matters of Faith and Practice, and ſer us on the 

rrue 
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rrue baſis of the Goſpel, nor only in word, bur 


in deed, and work us ro the obedience thereof, . 


ir will nor only ſay, that the Goſpel is the a- 
lone rule both tor Faith and Practice, and rhar 
all befides is ſuperitirion (for ſo far Self can go, 
provided it may frame thole rules ſutable ro its 
own will,) bur »>:1t-denial do nor only ſay, bur 
do the lame, ani admits none of Self*s devices 
in religious mat:2rs, Self is proud and ſcorns to 
receive any truth beyond its own ſelfiſh wiſ- 
dom and will ; bur Selt-denial is humble and 
willing ro underitand, believe, and practice 
truth, it would not miſs therein for the World ; 
Self-denial would end all coerfive power and 


forcings in religious marrers, leaving all to its . 


own teachings and conſcience, knowing that 
none bur ſelf-denying perſons can rightly fol- 
low Chritt therein, and thar Self-denial cannor 
be forced ; that it's none bur bruriſh Self thar 
forcerh, and that none bur Self can be forced, 
and that force muſt needs make Self an Hypo- 

crite, which Self-denial abhors ro do. 
Self-denial if rightly exerciſed, would cure 
all the Diviſions among Chriſtians, abour their 
various and differing apprehenrions 1n religious 
Concerns, for Self ir is, is the occaſion of molt 
of the Diviſions in the World, nor only Popiſh, 
bur Reforming-ſelf, hath Jaid the great Foun- 
dation of Divifion, viz. by framing a Religion 
of its own for itſelf, and impoſing it on others 
by cocrhve Power 3 which hath proved the 
only 
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only foundation of Diviſion : What Wars and 
Blood:ſhed hath been berween Papiſts and Pro- 
reſtants abour Religion, 'is obyious and: open ro 
all, beſides, the Perſecurions and Blood thar 
hath been ſhed on the ſame account, not only 
berween Papiſts and Proteſtants, bur among pro- 
feſt Proteſtants perſecuting one another ; and 
apparent it is, that their Principle is till ro 
maintain a Union by Perſecution and Coerſive 
Power, 'the greateſt breach of Chriftian Union 
in the Wotld ; and from hence, almoſt all ſorrs 
of Nom-conformiſts to the Popiſh Religion, re- 
rain too' much of the ſame Spirit and Principle, 
when-their opportunity ſerves ; and from-hence 
it is, that (almoſt) all ſorts of 'Opinions abour 
Religion account thoſe to be Enemies and Ad- 
verlaries who differ from them, and frequently 
ſo call each other in their invective Writings 
and Debates; all which flows from Self, and 
Self's way of Union-in Religion. 

Now Self-denial if rightly exerciſed, and 
prudently followed, would prepare-and apply 
certain healing Medicines from the Word of 
Truth and right Reaſon , that would: very 
much tend. to the healing and curing of the 
Breaches that Self hath made in the World a- 
bout this Marter : 1. Self-denial- ( if hearkened 
unto) would humble and lay low in the fence 
of Self's great miſcarriage herein, it would ler 
Men know, Thar its only by pride that contenti- 


ons and diviſions come ; and that it is the humble 
and 
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and the meek that God: will teach in the way. O 
this precious Golpel-grace-,of Humilicy would 
do- very; much in this matter, without - which 
-we cannot be. Chrittians indeed, nor 'withour 
Selt-denial we cannor, be humble,  ir's Self-de- 
nial that, muſt cloath us therewul, which would 
wondertally expel the furious oppoſitians aboitr 
religious Dittcrences. 

2. Szlf-denial would our wich Self love,- and 
act itielf_in the Goſpel-ſpirit of Love; and Cha- 
rity 5; Self ours all love, but that which is of 
and ro irfelf, and irs own opinions-abqur Reli- 
gion, .ir doch no fingular thing in this- matter, 
15 like thoſe Chritt {peaks of,- Mae, 5.46, 47. 
To love thoſe of the jame. Opinion only, as the 
Paariſces did, And do not the Publigans do the 
fjame ? Bur Selt- denial allows a latitude in this 
matter, being þred;.in; the Womb of Goſpel 
Faith and Love,. and as truth of- Faith, in God, 
and love tro him, -ſers.Self-denial ar -work ,. fo 


Sclf denial enlarges the bounds of Goſpel love ; ;( 


the more Self rules, -the leſs of Goſpel Love ; 
bur Self-di-nial lets ir our art liberty ro God, to 
24en, ro Saints to Sinners, with deſire of their 
vwod ; and fo this Goſpel Charity applied ' by 
Fairh and Self- denial, would- prove a healing 
Medicine of thoſe Religious Diviſions that ſelf 
hath made ( and ſtill maketh) among Men, 
Charity would find. our (holy) ways for Peace 
ani Reconciliation, and Self-denial would fay 
Amen to it 3 Love and Charity would bear _ 
an 
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and hope the beſt, where Differences are ; then 
Differences 1n Apprehenfions in ReligiousThinzs, 
in one and the ſame Chriſtian Proteifion would 
not make ſo great an eſtrargement, -as for the 
molt part ſelf-love and ſelf-will hath occafioned. 

3. Self-denial would apply that healing Plai- 
ker, which (with grief we cauſe to ſpeak it) rhe 
whole Chriſtian World are fo great ſtrangers ro, 
though prepared by the Lord himſelf, Mar.7. 12. 
All things, whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
to you, do ye even ſo to them : for this i the Law 
and the 4 ate And this is the Goſpel Law too, 

eaſon roo, and fo both Religion and 
Reaſon will rell you, that the contrary is from 
bruriſh ſelf. Now, I fay, ler Self-denial bur have 
irs work, and ſee how futable this Plaiſter would 
prove tro heal and cure (ar leaſt) rhe malignanr 
Enmities that ariſe by (elf, 'from differing appre- 
henſions abour Religious 'Things. 

Then when ſelf begins to influence itſelf a+ 


| gainſt your Neighbour, for differing from you, 


(ir may be, ar leaſt in yourapprehenſion) in ſome 
marerial things of Religion, Self-denial would 
apply this Plaiſter. My Neighbour may as riphr- 
ly bate and envy me, for my differing from him, 
for his Reaſon, his Opinion muſt be as munch ro 


- him, as mine is ro me ; would I that he thould 


hate and envy me ® No, ſurely, I think he would 
do very ill, if he ſhould ſo do ; then I muſt nor 
do ſoro' him; Let this Plaiſter be bur rightly ap- 
plied, (which cannot be bur by: Self-denial) and 
t G 2 lee 
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ſee what Wonders would be effected thereby 3 
not only in curing of Church-divifions, bur of all 
irrcligious and ircational oppolitions, abour Re- 
ligious Concerns, among all forts of People, for 
Self-denial will readily conſent ro thar Exhorta- 
tions, relative both to itfelf and others, Ph1l. 3. 
15. Nevertheleſs, whereunto ye have already attain- 


ed, let us walk, by the ſame Rule, let us mind the 


ſame-thing, v.15. And if in any thing yebe other- 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even thi unto you. 
In a word, Self-denial, as it canner pin its Faith 
on . other Mens Notions or Apprehenſfions in 


Religion, bur faithfully . follows Chriſt, in rhe 
lighr of irs own Underſtanding and Faith from 


the Word, of Truth, according .to Gal.'6. 4, 5. 
ſo ir abhors to pur its own light it this matrer 


upon others , who 'do' nor ſo underſtand, and - 


therefore are not- capable fo ro believe and Pra- 


&ice, trill rhey ſo underſtand, and ro force to' 
ſuch an underftanding , Self-denial abhors as 
brurith ; Self-denial ſairh, Amen, to thar Prophe- 


cy of the later days, Msc. 4. 5. For all people vill 
walk, every one #m-the name of hu god, and we will 
walk in the Name of the Lord our. God, for tver 
and ever. It chuſerh for itſelf, and forceth none, 
(bur by Scriprure Argument) fo that if / jr were 
bur harkened roo, it would ſettle all in Peace, 
and we might yer ſee more happy days... 

8. Self-denial, if rightly exerciſed. is .the 
nouriſher and cheriſher of all the Divine Graces 
and Vertues of the Goſpel, though rhere can be 


no 
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no Self-denial before and withour Faith and 
Love, Self-denial being the effect thereof, and 
all, is the effect of the Word and Spirit of the 
Goſpel, yer it's a nouriſher, and help ro Faith, 
Faith, Love, and Self-denial, working by and 
with each other, as it is ſaid, Gal. 4. 6. That 
faith worketh by love : So Faith, Love, and Self- 
denial worketh rogerher, and. by each other : 
Ler Self looſe, and it ruines all, ir ſinks Faith, 
deſtroyeth Love, and ends all right Obedicnce, 
it marreth all, bur keep up Self-denial, and all 
other the Divine Vertues of rhe Goipel fiour- 
iſhes, Faith, Love, Obedience, Patience, Gentle- 
neſs, Meekneſs, bur withour ir, Sclf will .cnd 
all, 


, ' 9. And finally, Self-denial would be a won- 
# ic 


rful help to Goſpel-reachings, as it worketh 


-by Faith and Love ; it is wilting to learn that 
Leflon of giving both God and Man their due, 
To give to Caſar that which is his, and 'to God 
' that which is his; it working by Love, is nor 


willing to owe any thing to any man, but to love, 
Rom. 13. 5, £. It is willing to learn ro ſubmir 
itſelf ro God in all his will ; bur Self is a 
ſtranger to this Leflon, further than ir is for its 
ownends ; Self loves to be uppermott, and to 
rule over all, and will ( if need be) bring 
ſtrong arguments from Scripture (in its own ap- 
prehe:fion) ro maintain it, bur Self-d2nial kceps 
us under the Teachings of God in this marrer, 
and ſubmits to his will hercin. 

| | (; I Self- 


94 The Docttine ofSelf-Denial. 


Self-denial would be a bleſſed Preparation 
for the reception of a greater meaſure of the 


Gift of the Goſpel-ſpirit, and the Teachings of 


God thereby, whereas Self-conceit of our At- 
tainments, ſets a {top on all Goſpel-reachings, 
and further growth therein : Prov. 26. 12. See# 
thou a man wiſe in by own conceit, there w more 
hope of a fool then of him. Selt-conceit isa Slug- 
gard, and fees no need of further Artainments ; 
and v. 16. The ſluggard « wiſer in his own com- 
cert, then ſeven men that can render a reaſon. 
Self-conceir makerh Men .like that Church , 
Rev-3. 17. That ſay they are rich, and increaſ- 
ed with goods, ard have need of nothing , and 
khnoweth not, that they are wretched, and miſer- 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked. This is 
the wretched work that Self-conceit maketh, ir 
putteth perſons out of a capacity of further 
Teachings from the Lord , and of anſwering 
thar Exhortation , 2 Per. 3. 18. But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and S$a- 
viour Feſus Chrift. Bur Self-denial keeps the 
Soul humble, and delivers from this Soul-un- 


doing-Evil of Self-conceir, and waits for a: 


greater meaſure of the Spirit of Chriſt, and his 
further Teachings thereby ; God gave forth his 
Spirit plentifully in the Primitive Days of rhe 
Goſpel, bur after Self got up: (not only to be 
Lord of the World, but) to be Lord in Religi- 
on, this Spirit of the Goſpel withdrew itſelf, 


and Self hath ruled as Lord in Religion unto 
| this 
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this day, having found out other Gifts of its 
own inſtead thereof , forcing itſelf upon all, 
offering the greateſt violence to the Spirit of 
Chriſt in' the Goſpel, as if there were no ſuch 
thing ro be expected. This hath been ; the 
Cheat of Self, ro keep up itſelf, by blaſphem- 
ing the Teachings of the Spirir of Chrift in the 
Goſpel. And this Self-conceired ſpirit of -ScIf 
it is In us all, that ſtill keeps of the; Spirit. of 
the Goſpel from us; if in any thing this Go- 
ſpel-ſpirir leads any into. any Goſpel-rruth fur- 
ther than Self likes, then Self cries our upon ir, 
as if ſome prodigious Comer, or foul Spigit had 
appeared, fo chaſing away the Goſpel-ſpirit, 
by which we ſhould be lead, Rom. 8.14. fo 
that I fear there are none of us all fir for the 
receptions of the Goſpel-ſpirir, in that meaſure 
as is needful and uſeful to rhe Goſpel-Church ; 
for Self .do not only hare and blaſpheme the 
Goſpel-ſpirit in his Teachings, bur it puffs up 
in the; apprehended Teachings 'thereot,. which 
makes us altogether unfit and uncapable to uſe 
ſuch a meaſure of the Spirit as might. be ho- 
nourable ro Chriſt, ſafe for ourſelves, and ad- 
vantageons .to the Charch, if nor ſo great a 
meaſure as in the Primitive Churches, yer ſuch a 
meaſure we may. and ,ought ro expect, as may 
be for- rhe Glory of: Chriſt in the Church, and 
convindug to- all that turn aſide to their crooked 
ways, "where the Truth, Church, and Goſpel is : 
I ay; it ,is1o be feared, rhar Self ſo much rules, 

F 4 that 
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that the Lord will not afford us this Gift, nei- 
ther caii we believe # down, while we are 
ſeeking (lelf) honour one of another, and not that 
hotibur” that cometh from God only, John 5. 44. 
God 'ſees rhar we would be puffed up there> 
with, and ir would prove to us, as new wine put 
into old bottles, that might. cauſe the bottles to ' 
bur, Mat. 2. 17. Though I hope, thar all, be 
not wholly old ; No, he that is in Chrift is a 
new oreature. Yer 1 fear there is fo tnuch of 
Old Self alive in us, as unfits us for what (0- 
thetwiſe)'God would -do for us, and work in 
us/3 as'we have all our receprians from God, fo 
greater receptions than we are capable ro ule, 
would puff ns up, 1 Cor. 4. 7. which 18 roo 
commonly ſeen in that lirtle which is : Bur Self- 
denial would cure this Maladie, and wonder- 
fully- prepare us for a further Gift of the Spi- 
. rir of -Chrift in the Goſpel, and Teachings 
thereby, and fir us for- the right humble, holy, 
and honourable improving thereof ,, according 
10 the right and Goſpel-ends of God therein. 

So then (and to conclude this matrer) if it 
be {o (as indeed ir is) thar Self is ſo great an 
Enemy to God, and Chriſt in the grear and 
good deſign of the Goſpel, as ro ftand directly 
1n the way rhereof ; and fo great an Enemy to 
the good of Men, as'to hinder their ſpirirual 
and erernal Welfare, as to bring deſtrfiftion on 
elf, rhar makes ſo bad work in the World, 
both of Sin and Judgment, and Self-denial, fo 
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rare and excellent a Vertue, as if rightly ex- 
erciſed, in the power of Goſpel-Faith and Love, 
would chain up Self, and ſubmit the whole Man 
ro the will of Chriſt, and-rectifie and reform all 
the abuſes and miſcarriages of Self in the World, 
in Churches, in Families, in things both Hu- 
mane and Religious. 

O how deeply doth it then, concern us, ro 
look abour ourſelves in this matter, thar we in- 
dulge nor Self any longer, nor ſuffer ourſelves 
thereby ro be cheared (nor only) our of all Re- 
ligion and Chriſtianity, bur our of Reafon and 
Humanircy itſelf, and ſo bring upon ourſelves 
{wift Deſtruction. Ler the weighr of this mar- 
rer dwell deep upon your hearts, and ler Self- 
denial (which is fo excellent, lovely, and uſeful 
a Verrue, to a Goſpel-life, and a right following 
of Chriſt in order to Glory) have its way and 
v.ork in your hearts : O Ler nor Self any long- 
er quench and ſtop it, bur prize it more, learn 
ir berrer, and improve it ſuirable ro irs deſigned 
end in the Goſpel, and God will have the Glo- 
ry, and you will have the advantage thereby, 
both here and hereafrer. Amen. 
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